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■ The 20th Annual Gathering of the 
California Cornish Cousins, held June 
3-5 in the historic Gold Rush town of 
Placerville, proved up to the challenge 
of a very late Spring weather system 
that brought rain to the foothills.

 The only event really threatened by 
the downpour was the Saturday pasty 
luncheon held at nearby Marshall Gold 
Discovery State Park, and our hostess 
President Kitty and her daughter Emily 
took good care of that potential problem 
by rigging emergency tenting and tarps. 
The pasties were delicious and the 
fellowship fantastic!

The Gathering offered an interesting 
array of presentations around the theme, 

“Hearth & Home: Cornish Women in 
the 1800s.”

Guest speaker Chris Enss, author of 
over 20 books about pioneer women, 
shared anecdotes and stories throughout 
the meeting.

Our resident epicure Robyn Houts 
shared her secrets about the creation of 
Cornish Clotted Cream, while the 
venerable Dick Chamberlain offered 
easy to understand clues for those who 
are still confused about the difference 
between a pasty and a pastie.

Special displays highlighted the 
meeting room at the Placerville Inn. Jan 
Davis created one featuring Gansey 
(Guernsey) sweaters. Her sister Judy 

Sanders created a display featuring the 
story of Bal Maidens of Cornish mining 
lore. And, Kitty Quayle displayed 
clothing and artifacts once worn and 
used by her family.

Buffet dinners Friday and Saturday 
evenings were excellent. Following the 
Saturday dinner, Gage McKinney 
presided over the traditional 
naturalization ceremony, creating 
Cousin Jennies out of our guest speaker, 
her assistant Cindy and our president’s 
daughter Emily. Lucky ladies—they are 
now “entitled to be considered for 
employment in any mine and certain 
fisheries, quarries and farms on the 
North American continent.”
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Placerville Gathering—Wet But Wonderful!

❖ Soggy Marshall Gold Discovery State Park, a few miles north of Placerville, was the scene of a delicious 
pasty box luncheon on Saturday despite the untimely June showers. All it took to make the luncheon a 
smashing success was a little Cornish ingenuity and heartiness. At right, Dana Hammer, granddaughter of 
Chuck and Jane Dodge, is about to enjoy her pasty treat. 
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More Pictures From Placerville—Special Displays Wow Attendees

❖ Clockwise, from upper 
left: Kitty shows her great 
grandmotherʼs clothes; 
Judy Sanders with her Bal 
Maidens exhibit; Jan Davis 
and her Gansey sweaters; 
watching Robynʼs clotted 
cream clot; Dick explains 
the difference between a 
pasty and a pastie; and 
speaker Chris Enss ■
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❑ After a slow start, Summer has arrived, toasting the State to a 
golden tan.

Cousins gathering in Placerville for our 20th annual, over the 
weekend of June 3-5, were witness to the last dousing of the 
season, in what was truly a taste of soft Cornish weather. But in 
a heart-warming display of the staunch stuff of which we 
Kernow folk are made, the vote was virtually unanimous to 
have our pasty picnic in Coloma despite the “high humidity” 
that day.

My daughter Emily put her 5 years service in the Marine Corps 
to good use on our behalf and fashioned a shelter out of one 
pop-up, a pair of camouflage ponchos and a canvas military 
half-shelter, creating a reasonably dry space under which we 
feasted on hot, savory pasties and homemade chocolate chip 
cookies. Ranger Rick came by and built us a roaring fire in the 
huge river rock fireplace, which instantly became a very 
popular spot to toast and nosh. That which might have been a 
bummer with a less affable crowd, turned out to be one of the 
high points of the weekend and an adventure to remember.

Our delightful guest speaker, Chris Enss, was a real hit with the 
group. Not only extremely knowledgeable, she is witty, 
charming and all-around lovely. In other words, she fit right in 
with the rest of us! Since she is now a naturalized 
Cornishwoman, thanks to our own Gage McKinney, I intend to 
invite her to future Gatherings. All in favor?

Special thanks to sisters Jan Davis and Judy Sanders for all 
their work in creating such fabulous and edifying displays on 
the Ganseys and the Bal Maidens, very much in keeping with 
our theme and perfectly underscoring the awesomeness of 
Cornish women. Speaking of awesomeness, Robyn Houts 
traversed the State to bring us clotted cream, an effort above-
and-beyond, but ever so appreciated. Proper job, ladies!

Thanks also to Dick Chamberlain for his entertaining talk on 
Friday evening, covering a wide range of topics from hens and 
hangings to pasties and p~sties. And last, but certainly not least, 
thanks to Maureen Roberts and Pat Carson for handling the 
registration table and dues collection. While we are on the 
subject of dues, please send yours in if they have expired. Your 
continued support of your club is much appreciated.

At the general meeting, Judy Sanders proposed that the club 
purchase a set of books on the Bal Maidens, written by Lynn 
Mayers, and donate them to the Doris Foley/A.C. Todd Library 
in Nevada City. The motion was seconded by Gage and passed 
by the members. Brita Rozynski, who works at the Library, 
volunteered to get the books there once procured. I am working 
on that procurement now and will keep you posted.

Please be sure to check out the CCC Facebook page for photos 
of the Gathering. The snazzy new CCC lapel pins seen there are 
available for the nominal fee of $3.00 each.

After years of excellent service to the club, our Membership 

Chair Maureen Roberts is resigning. It’s time for another 
member to take a turn, so if you are interested in serving in her 
stead, please contact either her or me. Contact info is on the 
end page of KK.

In this issue of KK, you will find info on, and a registration 
form for, the upcoming annual Northern California Fall Pasty 
Luncheon. We are so fortunate to have so many cool places to 
visit in such close proximity and never too far from a
pasty. Sweet how that works out!

Imagine, if you will, leaving 
behind you all that was dear and 
familiar to embark upon the long 
and perilous journey to the 
California gold fields. The 
adventure would begin with the 
trans-Atlantic crossing in the 
cramped and comfortless 
steerage quarters deep within the 
dank bowels of a wooden sailing 
ship. And that was only the first 
leg of your journey; the rest was 
completed either overland, 
around the Horn, on foot, 
horseback or aboard yet another 
ship. Finally you would arrive in San Francisco and head inland 
to Sacramento, the gateway to the gold fields.

Imagine how different from ‘ome everything would seem to 
Cornish folk seeing it for the first time! Old Sacramento gives 
us an idea of just what our ancestors saw and experienced as 
they took in their new surroundings.

I hope you will join us at the “1849 Scene,” located in Old 
Sacramento at the corner of Front Street and I Street for a pasty 
lunch, followed by a steam train ride in first-class luxury in the 
restored 1920s observation lounge car, the El Dorado, along the 
levee on the Sacramento River. The El Dorado only holds 36 
passengers, so get your reservation in promptly to save yourself 
a seat!

There will be plenty of time to visit the several museums: 
particularly apropos is the Argonaut Museum, with its
armory, clothing, jewelry, timepieces and medical/scientific 
equipment, all of which would have been in use at the time the 
Cornish came to town. Not keen on museums? Just as in the 
“old days,” there is a plethora of shops, saloons and eateries, or 
plan to take an amazing Underground Tour, just like Huell 
Howser! For more information, go to www.oldsacramento.com.

Oll an gwella,

  Kitty

Greetings Cousins, One and All:

QUITE A GATHERING; NOW PLAN FOR FALL PASTIES

http://www.oldsacramento.com
http://www.oldsacramento.com
http://www.oldsacramento.com
http://www.oldsacramento.com
http://www.oldsacramento.com
http://www.oldsacramento.com
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The Story Behind the 
Penzance Mayor’s Badge

Accompanying the Marazion Climax 
Male Voice Choir on its visit to the 
Cornish American Heritage Society’s 
Gathering at Grass Valley in 2009 were 
the Mayor and Mayoress of Penzance, 
Roy and Florence Mann.

Penzance is, as most of us know, a 
town on Mounts Bay in the far-western 
part of Cornwall known as west 
Penwith. To Americans the term “town” 
refers to a community smaller than a 
city but larger than a village. In Britain 
it has a more specific meaning as a 
borough, typically having a population 
over about 4,000. To be a “city” it 
would have to have a cathedral. Thus 
only Truro, with its Anglican cathedral, 
is considered a city.

Mayor Mann brought with him the 
badge of his office, a kind of medallion 
on a stout black ribbon, the whole being 
called a “traveling chain.” It is the 
official seal of Penzance. Featured on 
the medallion is the picture of the head 
of John the Baptist on a kind of serving 
platter called a “charger.” The year 
1614 is when Penzance received its 
borough status.

We must look to the bible for the 
meaning of this unusual picture. There 
we are told of a young woman whose 
dance before King Herod so impressed 
him he offered any gift of her choosing 
as a reward. By tradition her name was 
Salome. At her mother’s urging she 

asked for the head of John the Baptist 
then a prisoner of Herod. For details, 
read Mark 6:14 and Matthew 14:6.

But why this macabre picture on the 
mayor’s chain? For the answer to this 
we must look at the name Penzance, its 
earlier spelling shown here. In the old 
Celtic Cornish tongue “pen” means 
head as with a headland jutting into the 
sea. We see it in Cornwall’s Gurnard’s 
Head and, in the United States at Hilton 
Head, South Carolina. Zance is 
comparable to our word “saint” 
meaning “holy.” There was reportedly 
an early chapel there. Thus Penzance 
means “Holy Head” and what could be 

holier than John the Baptist? A bit of 
ancient wordplay!

This particular chain was donated by 
a Margaret Beckerleg. It caught my eye 
because there are Beckerlegs in our 
family. It is a Cornish surname but 
relatively scarce in Cornwall, being 
found in the St. Ives and Carbis Bay 
area. My cousin Richard Henry 
Beckerleg, when he entered the US 
Airforce in WWII, found his name 
spelled Beckerley and it has remained 
so in his family.

My thanks to the Manns for the 
information supplied by them. Dick 
Chamberlain

❖ OK, Cousins, it’s going to be time to embrace your inner 
Pioneer, Explorer, Cowpoke or Outlaw and get your Rustic 
on for the California Cornish Cousin’s 2012 Gathering. 
Headquartering in the small, historic town of Bridgeport, 
which sits along the pristine east Walker River, we will 
explore both Bridgeport and nearby Bodie. Once reputed to 
be the wildest, meanest and toughest of the gold camps, and 
where so many Cornish folk lived and worked, Bodie is 
now a ghost town and State Historical Park. So save the 

date, June 8-10, 2012 and come together to celebrate our 
heritage and friendship, high in the beautiful Eastern 
Sierras.

“Goodbye God, we’re moving to Bodie.”—Supposedly 
written in a young girl’s diary upon learning that her family 
was to move there.

Or was it: “Good, by God, we’re moving to Bodie.”
In either case, the 21st Annual Gathering at Bridgeport-

Bodie promises to be a fun event—Kitty
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What Happened to
the Cornish Language?

The Cornish lost their Celtic tongue 
gradually, overwhelmed by English 
advancing from the east, from England. 
Actually Cornwall has been a county of 
England for centuries though many do 
not like to acknowledge that fact and 
will  speak of “going over to England” 
to shop meaning to cross the Tamar 
River, its boundary with the English 
county of Devon. The longest holdout 
of the Cornish language was in the tiny 
fishing villages of the farthest west 
around Land’s End—Dick 
Chamberlain

Penryn Book on E-Bay
Penryn Museum Society is selling on 

E-Bay a great little book about Penryn 
called Penryn Heritage Trail. It is 
listed in the books/non fiction /local 
history section, and for those interested 
in Cornwall`s past, it might be worth a 
look.

New Book Tells the Story of
Mexico’s ‘Little Cornwall’

Using newspaper and other underused 
archival material, Mining a Shared 
Heritage: Mexico’s ‘Little Cornwall’ 
written by Dr Sharron P. Schwartz, the 
leading authority on Cornish migration 
to Latin America, examines the history 
of this remarkable Cornish expatriate 
community and explores the exciting 
ways communities on both sides of the 
Atlantic are reaffirming and renewing 
their historical ties. 

During the 1820s, mineworkers from 
Cornwall in the United Kingdom 
arrived in Mexico to help to rehabilitate 
fabled colonial silver mines that were 
abandoned and flooded during the War 

of Independence. Spearheaded by 
British capital, the Cornish brought the 
industrial revolution to newly 
independent Mexico’s shores in the 
shape of steam engines and other 
machinery, particularly to ancient mines 
sited high in the Sierra Madre 
Mountains of the state of Hidalgo.

The Cornish-Mexican Cultural 
Society was established in 2006 with 
branches in both Cornwall and Mexico 
and, in 2008, Pachuca was twinned 
with Camborne and Real del Monte 
with Redruth. Hidalgo now hosts an 
annual International Paste Festival.

For more information about the book, 
email Richard Williams, Chairman of 
the Cornish-Mexican Cultural Society 
and managing director of the Poldark 
Mine, at richard@cornish-mexico.org

Cornish Mining World
Heritage Site

Cornish Cousins may be interested in 
the Cornish Mining World Heritage Site 
which has been UNESCO inscribed in 
recognition of Cornwall’s outstanding 
mining heritage.

One of the objectives of the 
organization is to foster links with 
Cornish mining related sites 
internationally.

If you have any specific Cornish 
mining related stories which you feel 
they should know about you can email 
Karen Willows at 
kwillows@cornwall.gov.uk. The World 
Heritage Site website is 
 www.cornishmining.org.uk

Interested in Marketing
Cornish Clotted Cream?

Cornish Clotted Cream is a luxurious 
delicacy that has been associated with 
Cornwall for hundreds of years.

According to Philip Rodda, Chairman 
of A. E. Rodda and Son Ltd., his family
has been producing Cornish Clotted 
Cream for over 100 years and now 
supplies the delicacy to all parts of the 
United Kingdom and a few countries 
overseas.

“One country where we have 
experienced considerable interest over 
many years now is the U.S.A.,” Rodda 
says. “But we have not been able to 
satisfy the demand because we have not 
resolved the barrier of the U.S. 
Customs and FDA regulations.

“We would very much like to share 
our authentic Cornish Clotted Cream 
with folks in the U.S.,” Rodda 
exclaimed, “and we are wondering 
whether any of our Cornish Cousins 
would be willing to help. After trying 
so long to get the cream in, we think 
that more success may be achieved by 
somebody from the U.S. positively 
wishing to import it.”

Rodda would like to hear from 
anyone who is interested in their quest 
and is involved in or has contacts 
within the food distribution, hospitality 
or retail businesses. “We are not 
looking to do this on a small scale, so 
we are looking to contact people, 
probably already in associated markets, 
capable of handling the business that 
will make it worthwhile,” Rodda said

If you have an interest or questions, 
contact Philip Rodda at 
philip@roddas.co.uk.

Welcome These New
CCC Members

Georgene Rowe Adkisson
2801 Clay St., Apt 123
Placerville, CA  95667

Dr. John Carpenedo
5553 Woodhurst Lane
San Jose, CA 95123-1354

Albert Neil Holman
4420 Pleasant Oak Ct.
Placerville, CA 95667

Linda Managhan
281 Begonia Blvd.
Fairfield, CA  94533-1501

Max D. & Lorraine R. Phillips
3167 Shelter Cove Lane
Elk Grove, CA  95758

mailto:richard@cornish-mexico.org
mailto:richard@cornish-mexico.org
mailto:kwillows@cornwall.gov.uk
mailto:kwillows@cornwall.gov.uk
http://www.cornishmining.org.uk
http://www.cornishmining.org.uk
mailto:philip@roddas.co.uk
mailto:philip@roddas.co.uk
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The California Cornish Cousins—Officers for 2011-2012

■ Kitty Quayle, President, 1498 Jeffrey Lane, Placerville, CA 95667 (530) 313-0421, E-mail: celtickitty@sbcglobal.net

■ Steve Murphy, President-Elect, 10693 Starfire Ct., Auburn, CA 95602 (412) 855-9914, E-mail: murphy.steve@hotmail.com

■ Eleanor Kenitzer, Past President, 419 Pine St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 (530) 274-3431, E-mail: ekenitzer@gmail.com

■ JulieBeth Lamb, Representative to the Cornish American Heritage Society, P.O. Box 305, Oakdale, CA 95361, Tel (209) 
838-6062 E-mail: cowgirl4ever@clearwire.net

■ Robyn Houts, Secretary, 271 Winding Lane, Brea, CA 92821, (408) 848-2893,E-mail: alpacas@southerncrossfarm.com

■ Pat Carson, Treasurer, 3300 Narvaez Ave., SP 16, San Jose, CA 95136, (408) 921-5443, E-mail: pat@carsoncrew.com

■ Maureen Roberts, Membership 5638 N. Alpine Rd. Stockton, CA 95215 (209) 931-2722, E-mail: popo22joe@att.net

■ Burnett Tregoning, Editor, 345 N. Ferndale Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941 (415) 388-2113, E-mail: casparkid@aol.com

■ Gage McKinney, Historian, 485 Wilson Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087 (408) 739-7503, E-mail: gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net

■ Robin Roberts, Webmaster, 2786 North Chestnut, Hanford, CA 93230 (559) 584-9090

❑ Membership in the California Cornish Cousins is from May 1 to April 30. Annual dues are US$12.00. Membership questions to 
Maureen Roberts (209) 931-2722. Dues and new membership checks to Pat Carson, Treasurer, address above. Kenderwi Kernewek 
is published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins. When reprinting articles, please credit “Kenderwi 
Kernewek, Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.” Website: http://www.califcornishcousins.org

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA PASTY LUNCHEON  •  OLD SACRAMENTO  •  OCTOBER 15, 2011

❖ Register today (see page 7) 
for the Northern California Fall 
Pasty Luncheon and enjoy a 
ride on the excursion train that 
departs from the Central 
Pacific Railroad Freight Depot 
in Old Sacramento (located 
on Front Street between J and 
K Streets). Guests are treated 
to a six-mile, 40-minute 
roundtrip excursion along the 
levees of the Sacramento 
River. The train features a 
combination of vintage closed 
coaches with comfortable 
seats, and open-air 
"gondolas" with bench style 
seating. ■

ALL ABOARD….....
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