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Pasties and saffron cake at Christmas; the oft-told story 
of Grandpa Hollow coming from Cornwall when the tin 
mines “dried up”; the sense that being Cornish was 
something very special. These precious gifts from my 
mother, which are now being passed on to my daughter, 
prove that “a little Cornish blood goes a long way.”†
I am thrilled to know that the same sentiment is being 
lived out in you, my Cousins. Spending time together at 
the recent CCC Bodie Gathering was a wonderful 
experience for me. The Edwards brothers, whom I met for 
the first time, grew up in Grass Valley and knew my 
grandfather. Sharing stories about Cornwall and the 
Empire Mine where Grandpa Hollow and the 
Edwards worked, was both comforting and 
rejuvenating. Thank you Kitty for 
organizing a wonderful weekend. Thank you 
Gage McKinney, for making my wife a 
genuine Naturalized Cornish American. She 
loves pasties but, after 18 years of marriage, 
still hasn’t acquired a taste for saffron cake. 
Maybe her new legal status will change her 
palate. Our daughter Maddie loved all the 
special attention (from everyone!), and 
treasures the Tommyknocker given to her by 
Juliet Kiernan.
I am proud to represent this organization 
as President for the next two years and look 
forward to our coming gatherings with much enthusiasm. 
Mark your calendars for the Northern California Fall 
Pasty Luncheon on October 13, 2012 which will be at 
Filoli in the picturesque Bay Area town of Woodside 
(www.filoli.org). Filoli was the 36,000 sq.ft. retirement 
home of William Bourn, Jr. The Bourns were the most 
prominent owners of the Empire Mine. Filoli is quite 
impressive. The house was featured in the film “Heaven 
Can Wait” with Warren Beatty and the exterior of the 
house for the T.V. series “Dynasty.” We will start with a 
pasty lunch at 11:30 a.m., followed by a 1:00 p.m. tour of 

the house and gardens. Please submit your completed 
registration forms ASAP (you’ll find it on page xx). It is 
going to be a great Fall day to gather, eat a pasty and see a 
Bay Area treasure. Over lunch, we will be informally 
discussing the first few chapters of Philip Payton’s 
Making Moonta: The Invention of Australia’s Little 
Cornwall.
One more date to set aside: The 2013 Gathering will be 
in June in Grass Valley with a visit to Humbug, and the 
Malakoff Diggins. Fortunately, the Park survived this 
round of budget cuts. See Gage’s article on page 6.

Speaking of Gage, he will be speaking on 
Sunday, October 7, 2012 at a breakfast in the 
parish hall at Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 
235 South Church Street, Grass Valley. The 
topic is his recent book California's 
Troubadour: A Life and Selected Poems of 
Clarence Thomas Urmy. Mr. Urmy was 
California's first native poet. He was reared 
in Nevada City and spent much of his adult 
life in San Jose, where he taught at the state 
teachers college. Mr. Urmy believed that he 
descended not from Cornish miners, but 
from "Cornish kings." In actuality he 
probably had no Cornish ancestry at all. He 
became one of the best-known laymen in the 

Episcopal Church in California.

The breakfast is from about 9 - 10 a.m., wedged between 
the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. church services. Anyone who 
wants to attend can do so by making reservations in the 
days prior to the breakfast at (530) 273-7876. The church 
suggests a $5 donation per person for the breakfast.
Copies of California's Troubadour will be on sale 
(proceeds going to the church) and Gage will be signing 
books afterwards.
I welcome correspondence, ideas, suggestions, and 
feedback. Get Dr. Payton’s book and immerse yourself in 
the Cornish experience. I look forward to the discussions.  
See you in the Fall at Filoli!

     Steve
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† Quote by Vanessa Beeman, Grand Bard of the Gorseth 
Kernow, spoken in Grass Valley at the 2009 California 
Cornish Cousins Gathering.
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READING TOGETHER:

California Cousins to 
Share Reading a Book

on Heritage Revival
In a new initiative for our club, 

President Steve has asked that we 
strengthen the weave of thoughts 
and experiences that bind us by 
reading a book together.

The book is Making Moonta: 
The Invention of Australia’s Little 
Cornwall by Professor Philip 
Payton. It’s an extraordinary 
account of Cornish identity and 
revival. Nearly 100 miles west of 
Adelaide, in a rural area once 
known for copper, Cousin Jennies 
and Jacks have established the 
“largest Cornish gathering in the 
world.” The bi-annual festival has 
preserved a sense of community that  
was slipping away while boosting a 
regional economy.

But the Kernewek Lowender, as 
the festival is called, is only part of 
the story, and no one suggests it’s 

something that will translate to a 
developed and diversified place like 
California.

What does translate is the 
experience of a culture and 
community that thought it’s time 
had past. Then, through pride and 
perseverance, Cornish descendants 
discovered their time had come 
again. One interesting aspect of the 
story is that some in South Australia 
were impressed by how the Cornish 
had maintained an identity in 
California.

Come join in reading this book. 
Learn about the experience of 
Cornish descendants across the 
Pacific. And, perhaps, be inspired.

The author, Professor Philip, is 
the global authority on the Cornish 
and their migrations. He is director 
of the Institute of Cornish Studies, 
teaches at the University of Exeter 
in Cornwall and has visited 
California several times.

Order Making Moonta today, or 
make it a birthday or Christmas gift 
for someone on your family tree. 

New paperbacks are available from 
the University of Chicago Press, or 
from on-line dealers such as Abe 
Books and Amazon, for about $30 
plus shipping. Hardback editions are 
considerably more.

Let Steve know how you liked 
it, and come to future luncheons and 
gatherings prepared to share your 
view of the book. – Gage 
McKinney

New CD Released by
Wadebridge Male Voice Choir 

Wadebridge Male Voice Choir’s 
latest CD Then & Now has just been 
released. The CD is aptly named 
from traditional numbers like 
‘Nessun Dorma’ to contemporary 
modern pieces like ‘Angels’. 
Naturally there is a strong Cornish 
flavor in the CD; including songs 
like ‘Cornish Hearts’ specially 
composed for the International Male 
Voice Choral Festival 2007 by 
Gareth Churcher. (Held in 
Cornwall)”

The CD can be obtained from 
Ebay; search Wadebridge Male 
Voice Choir Then & Now. For more 
information: www.wmvc.org.uk .

Our thanks to the Grass Valley Union newspaper for this Cornish chuckle.

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Kathy Clark
1700 W. Cerritos Ave. #263

Anaheim, CA 92804
Tel 714/284-0529

katrina05@roadrunner.com

Priscilla Flynn
298 S. Marengo Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91101
Tel 626/792-7747
scilly@sbcglobal.net

Merrill Tippett Williams
348 Lark Ellen Ave.

Ojai, CA 93023
Tel 805/646-0206

merrill.williams@mac.com
❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

http://www.wmvc.org.uk
http://www.wmvc.org.uk
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Note: Registration MUST be received by Friday, September 21st, 2012
and no refunds will be given past September 28th, 2012.

 Name

 Address

 Phone

 Email

 Number of Adults attending _________@ $30.00 each (includes lunch and tour)
 Number of children (age 6-15) _______@ $15.00 each
 Number of children (5 and under) _______FREE
 Total Enclosed ________
 Want a vegetarian pasty? How many?_________

Please complete and mail with your check, payable to California Cornish Cousins, to:
Pat Carson, 3300 Narvaez Ave, Sp 16, San Jose, CA 95136

California Cornish Cousins

Northern California Annual Fall Pasty Luncheon

When: Saturday, October 13, 2012

Where: Filoli • Woodside, California

Cost: $30.00
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by Kitty Quayle

The old saying about a hole in the ground and a 
Cornishman held true during the mining boom in Mono 
County and for this reason the area was chosen for the 
21st annual Gathering of the California Cornish Cousins, 
June 8-10, 2012. The Cousins began arriving on Friday, a 
clear blue cloudless day, the surrounding mountain peaks 
still capped with snow, the sweeping meadows lushly 
green, the springtime’s wild-flowers still in abundance at 
this high elevation.
Old friends greeted one another in the Bridgeport 
Memorial Hall during the sign-in and social hours, 
catching up on news and enjoying appetizers and frosty 
beverages. The Gathering was officially opened with a 
rousing rendition of Trelawney followed by a fine dinner 
of stuffed pork and grilled halibut. Feeling well-fed and 
relaxed, the group welcomed our guests from Redruth, 
Mike Kiernan and his wife Juliet. Mike is the Director of 
the Cornish Global Migration Programme, headquartered 
at the Murdoch House in Redruth and had graciously 
accepted our invitation to join us and further our 
understanding of the Programme and the Cornish 
diaspora, of which we are all a part.
Mike has a “thing” for cemeteries. With the way the 
miners moved around often, following strikes and booms, 
these emigrants were easily lost track of,  but in 
cemeteries, one can often find out where they finally 
ended up. So Mike goes about the world recording the 

Cornish he finds in their final resting places and adds 
them to his extensive database,  maybe matching 
someone already there or someone a family member is 
searching for. He had been wanting to come to California,  
he told me, a place high on his list of Cornish “hot spots,” 
and when I 
mentioned that 
we would be 
going to Bodie 
(a visit to a real 
ghost town was 
also high on his 
list), a deal was 
struck and now 
here he was, 
explaining the 
Programme, and 
its importance, 
to us. The 
Programme is a 
fantastic 
undertaking and 
I hope anyone 
reading this has already sent their family’s information to 
CGMP and if not, will do so now.
On Saturday the Cousins rendezvoused at noon at the 
picnic area within Bodie State Park for a pasty lunch. The 
day was again brilliantly clear and sunny, but a bit breezy. 
Quite a bit breezy. Bodie sits in a hollow surrounded by 
hills at 8,375′ elevation, which means it is above 
timberline and while the atmospheric and ubiquitous 
sagebrush is wonderfully aromatic,  it does nothing to 
hinder the relentless wind. We were joined for lunch by 
our interpretive guide,  Chris Spiller of the Bodie 
Foundation, who was to lead us on our two-hour guided 
tour of Bodie. She informed us that this is but a gentle 
breeze, compared to the bitter gales that frequently howl 
through the town.

We began our tour on the main street of Bodie in front 
of the Methodist church, a fitting start for a bunch of 
Cornish folk, I thought. Chris gave us a bit of general 
history of the town, including the fact that the Methodist 
church was one of three churches originally in town. 
There had been, however, 60 saloons. The churches and 
the upstanding citizens resided in the south part of town, 
while the saloons, soiled doves and sinners lived in the 
north end. The wild north end of town supplied many, but  
not all, of the residents of the cemetery, where Chris took 
us first, showing us the granite and marble monuments to 
the dear departed and explaining that many unmarked 

❑ This report of the 21st 
Annual Gathering of the 
California Cousins has been 
excerpted from an article our 
outgoing president Kitty 
Quayle wrote after the 
meeting for the website 
Cornwall24. We believe you 
will enjoy reading it in its 
entirety. Go to http://
www.cornwall24.net/
diaspora-2/a-sierra-sojourn/

CALIFORNIA COUSINS EXPLORE THE EASTERN 
SIERRA DURING THEIR 21ST ANNUAL GATHERING

Keynoter Mike Kiernan, right, shares family secrets.
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graves lay outside the fence, as the town’s murderers, 
thieves and whores where not allowed to keep company 
with their betters in death any more than they could in 
life. Mike was busily photographing and scribbling into 
his notebook the Cornish residents (inside the fence, of 
course). There is only one headstone or memorial outside 
the fence and it is to honor the memory of Rosa May, a 
prostitute with a kind heart who is said to have tended to 
sick miners.
Back on Main Street, Chris told us of the gunfights and 
uproarious behavior that took place on Saturday nights 
when the miners had money in their pockets and the next 
day off. Wouldn’t seem to bode well for church 
attendance on a Sunday morn. We heard about the bitter 
winters when deep snow cut off the supply roads, of the 
rampant illnesses that so often took the youngest and 
weakest. We had seen the children’s headstones on the 
hill. We heard about the swift decline of the town as the 
mines played out and news of newer, richer strikes 
elsewhere lured the men to another mine, another town, a 
new start somewhere else.
Between the late 1870s and the late 1880s, the 
population of Bodie was about 10,000. By 1910 it was 
down to 700 and by 1920, a mere 120. Folks just walked 

away, leaving behind anything they no longer wanted or 
couldn’t fit into their wagons.

Bodie became a California State Historic Park in 1962 
and is maintained in a state of “arrested decay”, which 
means the structures will be maintained, but only to the 
extent that they will not be allowed to fall over or 
otherwise deteriorate in a major way. All the items left in 
the homes and businesses are authentic and original – 
nothing has been brought in and nothing may be taken 
out.

A break between the first and second parts of our tour 
gave us some time to wander at will, entering such 
buildings as we were allowed access to and peering 
through the wavy glass in the windows of the off-limits 
ones. The town’s undertaker, a busy man by all accounts, 
lived and worked in the same building. He appeared to 
have left most of his belongings behind from what I could 
see through the cloudy glass, including a number of 
coffins in various sizes. I managed to take one photo 
through the window, but when I tried to take more, my 
auto-focusing camera refused to focus. As I turned and 
walked to the next building, the camera began to function 
perfectly once more. True story.

Cornish Cousins take a break on the steps of the Methodist Church during their tour of Bodie State Park.
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Our group met up at the Standard Mine stamp mill as 
directed and were introduced to “Mrs. Mildred Hoover,” 
Chris Spiller’s alter ego for this part of the tour. Mrs. 
Hoover was the mine superintendent’s wife, and Chris, in 
full regalia, played the part to the hilt as she took us 
through the huge stamp mill, explaining the engine room, 
machine shop and stamps, ever patient and 
knowledgeable. Brave woman, considering that she was 
leading a bunch of Cornish who know a bit about mines 
and mining practices! By the time it ended, our two-hour 
tour had stretched to three and a half hours.
In the early evening we assembled once again at the 
Hall back in Bridgeport, freshly shined up, a bit 
sunburned and wind burned and very ready for an ice 
cold pint and our barbecued dinner.
After supper, the California Cornish Cousins’s historian, 

Gage McKinney, performed his Naturalization Ceremony 
for the few poor souls in the crowd who were not 
fortunate enough to have been born with Cornish blood in 
their veins.
After becoming a naturalized Cousin Jack, Mike 
Kiernan proceeded to give his main presentation, the 
story of Cornish miners in France and how it all tied 
together with California. Amazing to see in the slide 
show a Cornish engine house in the middle of the French 
countryside.
The group also heard from Steve Murphy, the new 
CCC president who began his two-year term this 
weekend as I ended mine. He announced the date and 
location of next year’s Gathering – it’s to be held the last 
weekend in May 2013 in North Bloomfield, another ghost  
town. I’d better have my camera checked. ■

Gage McKinney naturalizes the newest crop of Cousin Jacks and Jennies during the Bridgeport Gathering.

Our rich Gold Country is dotted 
with place names that remind us of 
the primitive conditions our settler 
ancestors faced and the good humor 
with which they faced them. Places 
like Red Dog, Rough and Ready, 
You Bet and Timbuctoo have found 
a place in Bret Harte’s stories and 
Western lore. So has the site of our 
2013 gathering – historic Humbug 
City, California. 

Humbug was a favorite 
prospector’s expression of 

disappointment when a claim did 
not yield or when a creek ran dry. 
But neither of these 
disappointments was realized at 
Humbug in Nevada County. It 
became the site of an enormous 
operation that defined hydraulic 
mining for the state and the world as 
both an engineering feat and 
environmental disaster. Supporting 
the work of the hydraulic mine was 
a gifted engineer named Hamilton 
Smith and a community of Cornish 

mine workers and their families. 
Their stones remain in the shaded 
cemetery and their presence is all 
around.

Also at the 2013 gathering we 
will celebrate the 150th birthday of 
Richard Jose, the great Cornish 
countertenor and America’s first 
recording star. In 1906 his recording 
for the Victor label of “Silver 
Threads Among the Gold” was 
America’s original hit song. Enrico 
Caruso, who also sang for Victor, 

Next Year’s Gathering: COMING HOME TO HUMBUG May 31 – June 2, 2013
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said to Jose: “Ricardo! You are the 
world’s greatest ballad singer.”

Humbug is located north of 
Nevada City. We’ll gather there for 
a pasty lunch, a chance to explore 
the historic ghost town and view the 
colorful cliffs and strange 
moonscape left behind after the 
hydraulic monitors were stilled. 
We’ll lodge in the historic towns of 
Grass Valley and Nevada City.

The gathering will include a 
Friday night pub sing-along with the 
Grass Valley Male Voice Choir, 
seminars and speakers, an afternoon 
in Humbug, and a banquet dinner. 
Sunday morning will feature a 
special Cornish-style worship 
service at the Nevada City United 
Methodist Church.

In upcoming newsletters we will 
hear more about the Cornish 
families at Humbug, and how the 
settlement eventually assumed the 
more conventional name of North 
Bloomfield. And we’ll learn more 
about the remarkable career of 
Richard Jose, who sang to great 
audiences around the world.

For now the important thing is 
to save the dates—Friday through 
Sunday, May 31 – June 2, 2013. See 
you in Humbug!—Gage McKinney

The Secret Life of 
Cornwall Revealed

If you were to stand outside the 
ball park at 24 Willie Mays Plaza in 
San Francisco and ask people to 
identify John Betjeman, they might 
guess that he was a rookie left-
hander with the Cardinals. Not one 
in a thousand, maybe not one in 
30,000 would know that Betjeman 
(1906 – 1984) was a British 
journalist, broadcaster and Poet 
Laureate.

As Willie Mays is remembered 
with a statue outside the ball park, 
John Betjeman is remembered with 
a statue outside of London’s St. 
Pancras station.

This lack of familiarity with 
Betjeman on this side of the Atlantic 
makes Philip Payton’s recently 
released John Betjeman and 

Cornwall a rarified read, and in 
some sense that suits the book. It 
constitutes a kind of secret 
knowledge even for those who think 
they know Betjeman. And the book 
is full of new insights for those of us 
in America who think we know 
Cornwall. 

It was the mystery of Cornwall 
that appealed to Betjeman. Though 
he was not born there, his identity 
with Cornwall became, as Payton 
reports, “close to an obsession.” 
Cornwall soothed a deep-seated 
alienation that Betjeman felt 
throughout his life.

Though raised in suburban 
London and educated in preparatory 
schools and at Oxford, Betjeman 
was aware that he was something of 
an alien in England. He was not 
quite “English.” As a schoolboy his 
Dutch surname made him different.

In adolescence he became 
aliened from his father, who 
managed the manufacturing firm 
founded by John’s great grandfather. 
Betjeman’s father couldn’t 
appreciate his son’s artistic 
temperament or see that he was 
wholly unsuited for carrying on the 
firm. Estrangement from his father 
was rooted in Betjeman’s 
abhorrence for the inherent 
dehumanization of an industrial 
society.

Betjeman found a balm in 
Cornwall, where he spent long 
holidays with his parents.. He 
became devoted to North Cornwall, 
and wandered long days across a 
landscape not blighted by industry 
but still harboring the mystery of its 
Celtic past.

During summer vacations 
Betjeman was free to soak in the 
influence of the region where the 
Rev. Stephen Hawker wrote 
“Trelawny,” Thomas Hardy set his 
first novel, and the Rev. Sabine 
Baring Gould collected songs and 
folk lore. There he developed a love 
of churches and a devotion to an 
Anglo-Catholicism that recalled the 
Celtic saints..

Betjeman rose in the ranks of 
journalists, becoming an authority 

on architecture in Britain. He 
became actively involved in 
preservation, and perhaps had his 
greatest impact explaining 
architecture on radio and television.

At the same time Betjeman’s 
highly accessible, rhyming verses 
made him a popular poet in the 
British Isles. His verse biography, 
Summoned by Bells, is a 20th century 
classic. A selection of poems, The 
Best of Betjeman, includes an essay 
on Cornwall as Betjeman knew it in 
his youth.

“The old and beautiful 
Cornwall,“ he wrote, “is now mostly 
to be found on foot or in a small car 
by those skilled using the one-inch 
ordnance survey map.”

Payton aptly details Betjeman’s 
fabulous career, and always with his 
eyes trained on the man’s special 
relationship with Cornwall. This is a 
book that celebrates Cornwall as a 
transformative place with the power 
to heal. “You must know, if you 
don’t know Cornwall,” Betjeman 
told a radio audience in 1939, “that 
it is not like England. . . .”

Philip Payton has now produced 
more than 30 books on our ancestral 
land and people, including the 
comprehensive international history 
of the Cornish migration, The 
Cornish Overseas. In this biography 
of Betjeman he continues a long 
career of thorough research, 
sensitive interpretation and 
compelling prose. – Gage 
McKinney

❑ John Bejeman and 
Cornwall is available from the 
University of Exeter Press at 
www.exeterpress.co.uk. 
Another biography by 
Professor Payton, A. L. Rowse 
and Cornwall -- A 
Paradoxical Patriot, is also 
available from Exeter. Payton 
is Director of the Institute of 
Cornish Studies at the 
University of Exeter in 
Cornwall.

http://www.exeterpress.co.uk
http://www.exeterpress.co.uk
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The California Cornish Cousins—2012-2013 Officers

■ Steve Murphy, President, 10693 Starfire Ct., Auburn, CA 95602 (412) 855-9914, E-mail: murphy.steve@hotmail.com

■ Kitty Quayle, Past President & Membership, 1498 Jeffrey Lane, Placerville, CA 95667 (530) 313-0421,
E-mail:celtickitty@sbcglobal.net

■ JulieBeth Lamb, Representative to the Cornish American Heritage Society, P.O. Box 305, Oakdale, CA 95361, (209) 
838-6062 E-mail: cowgirl4ever@clearwire.net

■ Robyn Houts, Secretary, 271 Winding Lane, Brea, CA 92821, (408) 848-2893,E-mail: scfalpacas04@yahoo.com

■ Pat Carson, Treasurer, 3300 Narvaez Ave., SP 16, San Jose, CA 95136, (408) 921-5443, E-mail: pat@carsoncrew.com

■ Burnett Tregoning, Editor, 345 N. Ferndale Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941 (415) 388-2113, E-mail: casparkid@aol.com

■ Gage McKinney, Historian, 485 Wilson Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087 (408) 739-7503, E-mail: gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net

■ Robin Roberts, Webmaster, 2786 North Chestnut, Hanford, CA 93230 (559) 584-9090

❑ Membership in the California Cornish Cousins is from May 1 to April 30. Annual dues are US$12.00. Membership questions to 
Kitty Quail (530) 313-0421. Dues and new membership checks to Pat Carson, Treasurer, address above. Kenderwi Kernewek is 
published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins. When reprinting articles, please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, 
Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.” Website: http://www.califcornishcousins.org

SAVE THE DATE        ❖        22ND ANNUAL GATHERING       ❖        MAY 31 - JUNE 2,  2013

PASTY PICNIC AT BODIE STATE PARK

❖ A highlight of the 21st Annual Gathering of the California Cornish Cousins 
was a pasty lunch at Bodie State Park prior to a tour of the ghost town, 
including its cemetery and the Standard Mine stamp mill. At left, Gathering 
speaker Mike Kiernan, Director of the Cornish Global Migration in Redruth, 
Cornwall, gets ready to tackle the local version of his national dish.
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