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As you may recall, I gushed about how much I 
love Grass Valley in the last newsletter. So it should 
come as no surprise that I am very excited about our 
upcoming Gathering in Grass Valley – May 31 – 
June 2, 2013.

The event will be held at the historic Holbrooke 
Hotel, just two blocks from the intersection of Main 
and Auburn streets, which “may be the most Cornish 
spot in America.” (Quoted from an article by 
Gage McKinney). In addition to being a 
California State Historic Landmark, the 
Holbrooke has hosted many famous 
overnight guests, including Mark Twain 
and several U.S. Presidents: Grant, 
Cleveland, Harrison and Garfield.

We have a fun-filled program planned 
for the Gathering. We’ll kick things off 
Friday night with a festive tone. 
Following registration, cocktail hour and 
dinner, we will be treated to a Pub Sing-
Along with the Grass Valley Male Voice 
Choir, directed by Eleanor Kenitzer. Saturday, we’ll 
carpool 26 miles to the town of North Bloomfield 
and the Malakoff Diggins for our Pasty lunch. 
Malakoff Diggins State Historic Park is the site of 
California's largest "hydraulic" mine. (See: http://
www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=494).

Saturday evening will include refreshments and a 
hearty meal at the Holbrooke, followed by our 
keynote speaker, Gage McKinney, who will tell us 
about “The Cornish Singer Richard Jose—America’s 
First Recording Star.“ On Sunday morning, a 
Cornish style church service will be held with more 
details to come.

I am happy to say that we are able to offer this 
year’s Gathering without an increase in registration 
fees from last year. Grass Valley offers wonderful 
lodging options from B&B to standard hotel (see 
lodging listings elsewhere in the newsletter). The 
Holbrooke is offering the CCC a 20% discount on 
rooms during our Gathering; space is limited. I’m so 
excited I think I may even have to book a room for 

myself to get the full experience, even 
though I live just 15 minutes away!

When I began my obsession with 
Cornwall, I came across the Cornish 
Gorsedd and didn’t know quite what to 
make of it. In case anyone in our group 
is in that same boat, I asked Gage to 
provide an article for this newsletter 
describing it for us. Basically, when one 
does something great for Great Britain, 
one is knighted. When one does 
something great for Cornwall, one is 

made a Bard. This is a great honor for 
contributions made by individuals to Cornish 
language, art, culture or heritage. We have TWO 
Bards who are members of our organization, Gage 
McKinney and Eleanor Kenitzer. No need to bow or 
curtsy; just buy them a pint or a pasty and talk about, 
what else, Cornwall.

Lori, Maddie and I are looking forward to the 
Gathering and hope you will join us. The only better 
place in my mind to hold a Gathering other than 
Grass Valley is Cornwall. Maybe in 2014…

     Steve 
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Greetings California Cornish Cousins! See You at Grass Valley
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Grass Valley Lodging
You might want to stay at any one of the following establishments:

Holbrooke Hotel, 212 W. Main St., Grass Valley, Ca. 95945, 
www.holbrooke,com
Grass Valley Courtyard Suites, 210 N. Auburn St., Grass Valley, Ca. 
95945,530.272.7696, www.gvcourtyardsuites.com/

The Gold Miner's Inn - Holiday Inn Express, 121 Bank St., Grass Valley, 
Ca. 95945, 530.477.1700, www.thegoldminersinn.com/

Swan Levine House, 328 S. Church St., Grass Valley, Ca 95945, 
530.272.1873, swanlevinehouse.com/

The Holbrooke Hotel is 
offering a 20% discount on 
rooms. Just mention you 
are with the California 
Cornish Cousins.

Malakoff Diggins—A Wikipedia History
While beautiful in its own way, the Malakoff mine pit 

on the San Juan Ridge is a testimony to the avarice that 
was part of the California gold rush, and to one of the 
nation's first environmental protection measures.

In 1850 there was little gold left in streams. Miners 
began to discover gold in old riverbeds and on 
mountainsides high above the streams. In 1851, three 
miners headed northeast of what is now Nevada City for a 
less crowded area to prospect. One miner went back to 
town with a pocket full of gold nuggets for supplies and 
was followed back by many prospectors. These followers, 
however, did not find any gold and declared the area 
"Humbug", thus the stream was so named "Humbug 
Creek". Around 1852, settlers began to arrive in the area 
and the town of "Humbug" sprang up. These miners 
could not decide how to move the dirt to a place where 
there was water.

By 1853 miners invented a new method of mining 
called hydraulic mining. Dams were built high in the 
mountains. The water traveled from the reservoirs 
through a wooden canal called a flume that was up to 
forty-five miles long. The water ran swiftly to the canvas 

hoses and nozzles called monitors waiting in the old river 
beds. The miners would aim the monitors at the hillsides 
to wash the gravel into huge sluices. Over time the 
monitors became bigger and more powerful. Their force 
was so great they could toss a fifty pound rock like a 
cannonball or even kill a person. Over 300 Chinese 
worked on this project and two Chinese settlements 
existed in North Bloomfield.

By 1857 the town had grown to 500 residents. Locals 
felt the name "Humbug" was too undignified and 
renamed the town "Bloomfield", but California already 
had a town by this name so they renamed the town "North 
Bloomfield.”

In the late 1860s, the towns of Marysville and Yuba 
City were buried under 25 feet (7.6 m) of mud and rock, 
and Sacramento flooded repeatedly. The farmers in the 
valleys complained about the tailings that flooded their 
land and ruined their crops. Thousands of acres of rich 
farmland and property were destroyed as a result of 
hydraulic mining.

By 1876, the mine was in full operation with 7 giant 

Blasting the hillsides at Malakoff Diggins

Malakoff Diggins today (Photo- J. Smith, Wikimedia)
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“The Cornish of Malakoff Diggins”

2013 GATHERING • GRASS VALLEY
When: Sign-in begins at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 31, 2013
Where: Holbrooke Hotel, 212 W. Main Street, Grass Valley

◆ Full registration is $85.00 per person and includes ✔ Friday Night Appetizer and Wine Hour, Dinner with 
Dessert and Pub Sing-Along with the Grass Valley Male Voice Choir ✔ Saturday Park Entrance Fee and Pasty 
Picnic Lunch at Malakoff Diggins ✔ Saturday Appetizer and Wine Hour and Buffet Dinner

◆ Partial Registration is $75.00 and includes everything except the Friday Night Dinner and Program

◆ Children, Age 7 through 12, are $40.00 and kids 6 and under are FREE.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MAY 17, 2013 - NO REFUNDS AFTER MAY 24, 2013

NAME

ADDRESS

◆ Number of FULL REGISTRATIONS_______at $85.00 each, for a total of $______________

 Friday Dinner—Number of Entrees: Fish & Chips__________ Pasty________________

 Saturday Pasty Picnic Lunch—Number of Pasties: Beef ________Veggie ___________

 Saturday Night Dinner: Number of Entrees: Steak _________      Chicken__________

     Vegetable Lasagna          

◆ Number of PARTIAL REGISTRATIONS__________@ $75 each, for a total of $___________
(Make meal choices above, excluding Friday Dinner)

◆ Number of Children, age 7-12_________@ $40.00 each, for a total of: $______________
(Make Meal Choices Above)

Please make checks payable to California Cornish Cousins and mail to
Pat Carson, 3300 Narvaez Ave., Sp. 16, San Jose, CA 95136

water cannons working around the clock. The town had 
grown to a population of around 2000 with various 
business and daily stage service.

In 1880, electric lights were installed in the mine and 
the world’s first long distance telephone line was 
developed to service the mine, passing through North 
Bloomfield as it made its way from French Corral to 
Bowman Lake.

By 1883, San Francisco Bay was estimated to be 
filling with silt at a rate of one foot per year. Debris, silt, 
and millions of gallons of water used daily by the mine 
caused extensive flooding, prompting Sacramento valley 
farmers to file the lawsuit Woodruff v. North Bloomfield 
Mining and Gravel Company. On January 7, 1884 Judge 
Lorenzo Sawyer declared hydraulic mining illegal.
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Editor’s note: Eleanor Kenitzer will 
be directing the Grass Valley Male 
Voice Choir when the California 
Cornish Cousins meet at North 
Bloomfield Mining Camp & Grass 
Valley, May 31 – June 2. She 
founded the GVMVC and has 
directed the GV Cornish Carol 
Choir for over 20 years.

On a blustery September day in 
2000 nearly 100 bards formed their 
circle on an athletic field that looked 
over Falmouth to the English 
Channel. A crowd of several 
hundred spectators, many with 
cameras, stood in an outer ring 
around the bards. Among them was 
a sizeable contingent from 
California, including the singers of 
the Grass Valley Male Voice Choir. 
They had been  performing and 
traveling across Cornwall in a motor 
coach, led by their director, Eleanor 
Kenitzer.

As the wind whistled the bardic 
ceremony began, and the singers 
had lost track of Eleanor. Then they 
saw her led into the circle, her hair 
and corners of blue robe blowing in 
the wind. None of them knew she 
would be at the center of the event. 

Moments later Eleanor stood before 
the Grand Bard, was welcomed into 
the Gorsedd, donned her blue hood, 
and took her place in the bardic 
circle. Later in the ceremony she 
pledged her loyalty to Cornwall on 
the sword of Arthur. After that she 
became hardly distinguishable from 
the other bards.

“I was overwhelmed and awed by 
it all,” Eleanor recalled. “I had never 
been to a Gorsedd before.”

Eleanor’s friend and colleague 
Tom Waters, director of the 
Mousehole Male Voice Choir, also 
was made a bard at the ceremony.

There’s nothing secret about the 
Cornish bards. The Congress of 
Bards (called the Gorsedd) publicly 
proclaims the Celtic spirit of 
Cornwall; encourages the study of 
her language and literature, art, 
music and history; forges links 
around the world; and fosters co-
operation among those who love the 
ancestral land. Although the modern 
Gorsedd dates back only about 85 
years, its roots lie in the Celtic past.

Only its nomination process is 
secret. Hundreds have become bards 
over the years and each one, like 
Eleanor, was nominated in 
recognition of significant 
accomplishments. Achievements in 
the arts, literature, music, or 
historical or archaeological research 
have qualified past initiates. A high 
standard of proficiency in the 
Cornish language and occasionally 
distinction in Cornish public life 
have qualified others. I’ve noticed 
that most bards represent a 
community of people who love 
Cornwall.

Eleanor’s qualifications were 
clear. She had breathed new life into 
the Cornish carols by reconstituting 
the Grass Valley Cornish Carol 
Choir that performs at Christmas. As 
I like to put it: Eleanor saved the 
carols! Working with Grass Valley’s 
Mayor Mark Johnson, she energized 
the town’s Cornish identity by 
forging a sister-city relationship 
with Bodmin, Cornwall.

After her nomination was 
submitted, Eleanor was vetted by 

Remembering the Windy Day at Falmouth
When Eleanor Kenitzer Became a Bard

By Gage McKinney

Eleanor Kenitzer after taking her 
place in the Cornish bardic circle.

Cornish bards at Falmouth castle in 2000.
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the bardic council, the bards elected 
to manage Gorsedd affairs. Several 
bards spoke to her during a time 
when she had no idea she was under 

consideration. At last, when Eleanor 
received an invitation from the 
Grand Bard, she was herself sworn 
to secrecy and couldn't even tell the 
singers who had come with her from 
America. Only the bards knew that 
Eleanor would appear that day in 
their circle.

In the weeks leading up to the 
ceremony, Eleanor conferred via e-
mail with Grand Bard Ann Trevenen 
Jenkin about a suitable bardic name. 
Each new bard chooses a unique 
Cornish name which has never been 
used before and can never be used 
again. My favorite is Marghak 

Cough (“Red Knight”) chosen by 
the literary man Sir Arthur Quiller-
Couch when he was made a bard at 
the first modern Gorsedd in 1928. 
The first American bard, William J. 
Trevorrow of California, chose Lef 
an Howlsedhas Pell (Voice of the 
Far West). Eleanor chose the 
eloquent name Steren an 
Cleth (“North Star”) in tribute to 
Grass Valley and its famous North 
Star mine.

Before the ceremony Eleanor had 
ordered her blue robe and hood from 
the Gorsedd seamstress. This 
paraphernalia soon became a 
problem. Following her initiation, 
Eleanor was immediately off to the 
bardic tea. Then she went on to St. 
Andrew’s Church in Falmouth, 
where her choir gave a joint concert 
with the Mousehole Male Voice 
Choir. The church was packed, the 
performance, a triumph. Finally, she 
attended a cheerful post-concert 
party and led more singing in a 
village pub. 

In the crowd and the hurry, her 
robe went missing. “I lost my robe 
the first day out,” Eleanor 
remembered. “I was horrified.” A 
day later it was found in a car at the 
other end of Cornwall, and the 
driver who had given Eleanor a lift 
to the concert, drove many miles to 
return her robe.

Eleanor has many more cheerful 
memories of the day. At the concert 
the Grass Valley choir sang bard 
Pricilla Milne’s setting of the Lord’s 
Prayer. “I’m proud that our choir 
went to Cornwall and sang in 
Cornish,” she said. “The singers 
learned the words phonetically.”  

Eleanor was only the fourth 
Californian to become a Cornish 
bard. William Trevorrow, a native of 
the Cornish settlement at New 
Almaden, became a bard in 1937 in 
recognition of his learning and 
leadership of the Southern 
California Cornish Association. San 
Francisco attorney and 
linguist Francis Berton Perry 

became a bard in 1950 after 
examinations in the Cornish 
language. He took the 
name Nanquelsek ( Grass Valley) in 
tribute to the Cornish community 
there. I became a bard in 1998 for 
my research and writing and took 
the name Pow Owrek (roughly 
“golden state”).

A bard who was past 90 once told 
me something about the bards: 
“Some have done a little and some 
have done a lot for Cornwall.” 
Eleanor has done a lot for Cornwall 
by enlivening the Cornish heritage 
that is unique to California. Like all 
the bards, she has given vibrancy to 
our ancestral 
heritage. 

“It’s an honor,” 
Eleanor said,” and 
also means a lot 
more work.” 

The author, Gage McKinney, was 
made a bard in ceremonies 
conducted in St. Just, Cornwall in 
1998. Here Gage stands before 
Grand Bard Ann Trevenen Jenkin.

W. J. Trevorrow, shown above 
with with his granddaughter, was 
a U. S. Navy veteran and high 
school teacher who in 1937 
became the first Cornish bard in 
America. Trevorrow was born at 
New Almaden and lived in Los 
Angeles. He was a leader of the 
Southern California Cornish 
Association in the 1940s and 
1950s.

A Problem With Paraphernalia
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Well, they made it. What a 
remarkable accomplishment! In rain 
and mizzle, sun and wind, around 
landslips and through quagmires 
these intrepid Cornishmen have 
completed their goal of walking the 
entire Cornish portion of the South 
West Coastal Path.

It was a two-year commitment of 
approximately one weekend a 
month, walking an average of 12 
miles per segment.

Their journey began in the small 
coastal village of Cremyll on the 
Rame Peninsula, just across the 
Tamar from Devonport. Cremyll is 
home to the ferry that takes 
pedestrians and cyclists across the 
river, a passage that has been in use 
since the 7th century and was long 
the main route into southern 
Cornwall.

I asked Derek what his favorite 
bits had been now that they were 

through and the following came to 
his mind, but in no particular order, 
he added. The section from Polperro 
to Polruan stood out for its 
“stunning south coast scenery” and 
remoteness.

He noted that “a twisted ankle or 
worse along most of that stretch and 
a chopper would be the best option 
to get home!” He and his walking 
buddy, Roger Trudgeon, covered
the area around Land’s End in the 
middle of winter of 2010-11and 

were struck by the “sheer 
ruggedness of the cliffs”. Those 
walks took them by many an old 
engine house and as both men are 
interested in Cornish and Industrial 
history, the area was vastly 
appealing. “Walking the same 
footpath as those miners did 
centuries ago, before they 
descended hundreds of fathoms to 
work, set my mind on overtime for 
days. Looking down at the remains 
of Botallack Mine I pondered for 
days about just how they built 
something like that in such a place.”

One notable high spot was Land’s 
End itself, both a psychological as 
well as physical half way point.

Another favorite was the stretch 
along Porthcothan Bay, between 
Padstow and Newquay, called the 
Seven Bays Walk, covering “some 
of the finest beaches in Kernow and 
alive with childhood memories.” 
The Seven Bays of St Merryn are 

DEREK COAD:

CORNISH 
COASTAL

PATH FINALE
by Kitty Quayle

“Journeyʼs end. 
Donʼt focus on lifeʼs 
destinations, you 
wonʼt enjoy the 
journey.
26 walks, 311 miles. 

Now what?”—Derek 
Coad, 2 March 2013

That little white speck on the side 
of the backpack is a CCC pin. At 
right, Derek celebrates end of road.

Derek doing “Braveheart.” Roger at Sharpnose Point.
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Our Speaker
Gage McKinney is the author of 

several books, including When 
Miners Sang (2001), The1930s: No 
Depression Here (2009) and 
California’s Troubadour (2011). He 
edited (with Dr. Alan Kent) The 
Busy Earth (2007), an anthology of 
Cornish writing from around the 
world. He is currently writing a 
biography of Errol MacBoyle, the 
owner of Grass Valley’s Idaho 
Maryland gold mine.

Gage is past president of the 
California Cornish Cousins. He 
took the name “Pow 
Owrek” (California) when he was 
made a Cornish bard in 1998. In 

2003 he was the first bard from 
America to attend the Lowender 
gathering in South Australia, largest 

Cornish festival in the world. In 
2004 he was principle speaker at the 
annual Cornish Festival in Mineral 
Point, Wisconsin. In 2005 he helped 
to organize the first annual St. 
Piran’s Day celebration in Grass 
Valley. Gage is also a licensed lay 
preacher in the Episcopal Church.

Gage is married to Ilka Weber, 
who was named for a Celtic 
princess. Ilka has been a flight 
attendant with United Airlines for 
over 40 years. She 
was a charter 
member at the 
founding of our 
club. They live in 
Sunnyvale, where 
Gage also works.

MORE GRASS VALLEY GATHERING DETAILS

Need to Update Membership Information?
❖ If you have not already done so, please send your $12.00 annual dues check to Pat Carson, 3300 
Narvaez Ave., SP 16, San Jose, CA 95136. Address changes (Street, Post Office Box or Email) should 
be sent to to Kitty Quayle, 1498 Jeffrey Lane, Placerville, CA 95667. Telephone numbers and email 
addresses are on page 8. 

The Schedule*
Friday, May 31
• Registration desk opens at 6:00 p.m.
• Appetizers and wine available from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
• Dinner served at 7:00 p.m.
• Pub-Sing-Along following dinner, about 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 1
• Time of CCC business meeting to be announced.
• Details of the tour and pasty lunch at Malakoff Diggins 
State Park to be announced.

• Saturday evening, same schedule as Friday—6:00 p.m. 
appetizers and wine hour, dinner at 7:00 p.m.
• Following dinner, featured speaker Gage McKinney will 
tell us about “The Cornish Singer Richard Jose—
America’s First Recording Star.”

Sunday, June 2
• Morning worship service Cornish style at 9:00 a.m. 
Details to be announced.
*All events at the Holbrooke Hotel will be held in the 
Arletta Room, across from the library off the main lobby.

(from west to east) Porthcothan 
Bay, Treyarnon Bay, Constantine 
Bay Booby's Bay, Mother Ivey's 
Bay, Harlyn Bay and Trevone Bay.

 When I asked if there had been 
any low points, Derek quipped,”Not 
really, except maybe finding Ann 
Muller’s pasty shop closed when we 
got to the Lizard!”

Derek gives Roger high marks as 
both great company and as a master 

storyteller, keeping them entertained 
because “He knows 100's of funny 
stories and never told the same one 
twice.”

The final portion of the Path was 
completed on the 2nd of March 
2013, when Derek and Roger 
walked north from Bude, passing 
Robert Stephen Hawker’s famous 
Hawker’s Hut and crossed the 
bridge at Marsland Mouth to reach 

the Kernow/Anglo border. They 
paused for a while to fly the Cornish 
flag, enjoy the moment and take 
some photos.

And in answer to Derek’s 
question, “Now what?” They have 
plans for some walks this summer 
on the Saint’s Walk and the Camel 
Trail and come next summer, they 
are planning to start the entire Coast 
Path again in the opposite direction!

Gage McKinney and Ilka Weber at  
a Cornish event. Where else?
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The California Cornish Cousins—2012-2013 Officers
■ Steve Murphy, President, 10693 Starfire Ct., Auburn, CA 95602 (412) 855-9914, E-mail: murphy.steve@hotmail.com

■ Kitty Quayle, Past President & Membership, 1498 Jeffrey Lane, Placerville, CA 95667 (530) 313-0421,
E-mail:celtickitty@sbcglobal.net

■ JulieBeth Lamb, Representative to the Cornish American Heritage Society, P.O. Box 305, Oakdale, CA 95361, (209) 
838-6062 E-mail: cowgirl4ever@clearwire.net

■ Robyn Houts, Secretary, 271 Winding Lane, Brea, CA 92821, (408) 848-2893,E-mail: scfalpacas04@yahoo.com

■ Pat Carson, Treasurer, 3300 Narvaez Ave., SP 16, San Jose, CA 95136, (408) 921-5443, E-mail: pat@carsoncrew.com

■ Burnett Tregoning, Editor, 345 N. Ferndale Ave., Mill Valley, CA 94941 (415) 388-2113, E-mail: casparkid@aol.com

■ Gage McKinney, Historian, 485 Wilson Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087 (408) 739-7503, E-mail: gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net

■ Robin Roberts, Webmaster, 2786 North Chestnut, Hanford, CA 93230 (559) 584-9090

❑ Membership in the California Cornish Cousins is from May 1 to April 30. Annual dues are US$12.00. Membership questions to 
Kitty Quayle (530) 313-0421. Dues and new membership checks to Pat Carson, Treasurer, address above. Kenderwi Kernewek is 
published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins. When reprinting articles, please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, 
Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.” Website: http://www.califcornishcousins.org

❖ How many 
Saints have you 
visited?
Let us know and 
we will run the 
winnerʼs picture in 
the Summer issue.

Thanks to Dick 
Chamberlain for 
sharing his postcard.


