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“containing plums”, which are what we know as raisins and 
was also served “with lashings of clotted cream”.  After the 
feast a communal sing often lasted through the night, with 
songs like Here’s to the Barley Mow, Green Brooms and 
Harvest Home.  Popular through the middle of the 20th 
century, but then dying out, both celebrations have made a 
comeback and are typically held on the Saturday nearest the 
Autumnal Equinox. 

     Here in California, our next group event will be our 
annual Gathering in June.  I am still working out the details 
and will have all the info in the winter edition of KK, so 
everyone will have plenty of time to save the dates and make 
plans. 

     A gentle reminder:  to ensure your uninterrupted receipt 
of our stellar newsletter, please make sure that we have your 
current contact information by checking the enclosed 
member roster. 

     And so Cousins, I wish you a safe and happy holiday blitz 
over the next few months and remember: Nadelik Lowen ha 
Blydhen Nowydh Da is how one says it in Cornish! 

Autumnal greetings, Cousins! 
     Here’s to cooler temperatures and 
the glorious palette of brilliant foliage, 
“Autumn is a second spring when 
every leaf is a flower.”  From the blast 
furnace heat of summer, we have 
transitioned to the blaze of a cozy 

wood fire here in the foothills with some lovely, nippy 
nights. 

     While we Cornish Cousins celebrate this change of 
seasons with our annual Fall Pasty Luncheons, over in 
Cornwall the harvest tradition is to Cry the Neck, an ancient 
celebration of a successful harvest when the last of the corn 
and wheat has been gathered in and safely stored for the 
coming winter. 

     In the old days, the evening following the neck crying, 
when the work had been completed, was spent enjoying the 
Guldize, a harvest feast traditionally of broiled pork (raised 
since spring and slaughtered in fall) and potatoes, apple pie 
with clotted cream and fuggan (a raisin cake), washed down 
with liberal libations including cider and spirits.  The 
Guldize Pudding is very like a steamed Christmas pudding, Kitty 

 

President’s Message 

Last Call for the SoCal Luncheon! 

     The Southern Fall Luncheon will be at noon, Saturday, 
November 4 at The Vintage Steakhouse near the San Juan 
Capistrano train station. I have made a reservation for five 
people but can easily add more if you can join us!  
     The address is 26701-B Verdugo Street, SJC, if you 
have GPS. Because I need to give a headcount, please let 
me know before November 2 if you can be there! 

     Take the train and  
wander around the  
Interesting shops after 
lunch! 
     Hope to see you there!      
Jan Davis 
619-890-5901 
Jandavis3@cox.net 
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Russ Pearce, “Karrek Rudh,” Becomes a Cornish Bard 
 

by Gage McKinney 

Russell Pearce III of Orinda, California is  
America’s newest Cornish bard. A two-term past president 
of the California Cornish Cousins, Russ was made a bard in 
Launceston, Cornwall last month. 

As he was being initiated 
into the congress of blue-robed 
bards (the Gorsedd), Russ was 
followed by a camera crew from 
Britain’s ITV television. Footage 
of the ceremony and an interview 
are at http://www.itv.com/news/
westcountry/update/2017-09-03/
why-300-blue-robed-bards-are-in-
launceston-this-weekend/. 

Russ has taken the bardic 
name “Karrek Rudh,” or “red 
rock” in Cornish. It is the literal 
translation of “Russell Pearce” and 
alludes to the red cinnabar of New 
Almaden, California’s first mining 
camp. 

Russ has championed the 
story of the Cousin Jacks since his 
student days at the University of 
California, Berkeley. As a young 
man, and with his father, he gave 
A. L. Rowse a tour of California in the 1960s when the 
great scholar was researching his book The Cousin Jacks: 
the Cornish in America. Russ’ family also supported the 
research of Arthur Cecil Todd.  

Russ is an authority on the New Almaden 
quicksilver mine, where his ancestors were mine captains; 
and the foremost authority on the Cornish pump, its 
invention, operation, and cultural and technological 
significance.  

Gage McKinney and Ilka Weber donated 250 volumes last month to the  
A. C. Todd Cornish Studies Collection in Nevada City. The collection is owned by the 
California Cousins and maintained by the Nevada County libraries. 

This donation doubles the size of the collection to approximately 500 
volumes. The collection also includes magazines, newsletters, and sound and video 
recordings.  

Among the new additions are rare books on Cornish folklife by Sabine  
Baring-Gould, the author of the hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers.” The collection 
now includes all of A. L. Rowse’s autobiographical work (6 volumes); Nigel Tangye’s 
seafaring books; and a complete run of Cornish Studies (21 annual editions) edited by 
Philip Payton. 

The Todd Collection was established by the Cousins as a tribute to the author 
of The Cornish Miner in America. Many Cousins have contributed to the collection, 
and books are often given in memory of loved ones. 

The collection is used especially by students, and recently by Kate Neale, a 
doctoral candidate from Britain.  

The recently donated books are being cataloged and will soon be available at 
the Doris Foley Library for Historical Research, 211 North Pine Street, Nevada City 
(beside the county courthouse).  

       As a collector of manuscripts and rare 
Californiana, including first editions and materials on hard-

rock mining, Russ has helped many 
authors. He has generously loaned 
materials, contributed illustrations, 
and suggested sources and further 
research. Just to mention two authors, 
his help has been indispensable to 
Jimmie Schneider, the historian of 
New Almaden, and to me. Russ has 
also given materials to the California 
State Library and supported the 
Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley.  
       When in 1999 the Mousehole 
Male Voice Choir toured California, 
Russ arranged for the group to 
perform on All Saints Day atop Nob 
Hill in San Francisco’s Grace 
Cathedral. The concert was the 
culmination of a two-week tour. 
           Russ served two terms as 
president of the California Cornish 
Cousins (1999 – 2001). He organized 
the Cornish display at the capitol in 
Sacramento during the California State 
sesquicentennial celebration in 2000. 

During the week-long event he educated hundreds about 
the Cornish and their contributions to the Golden State.  

Russ is the third Cornish bard living in California. 
Eleanor Kenitzer, director of the Grass Valley Male Voice 
Choir, was made a bard in 2000, and I was made one in 
1998. The first Cornish bard in America was William J. 
Trevorrow, a native of New Almaden, who became in bard 
in 1937.  

Donation Doubles Cornish Studies Collection 
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     The Central Coast CCC held 
their Fall Potluck on October 
14th, hosted by Joyce and Rich-
ard Knight in Arroyo Grande. 
     Joan Knowlton shared a won-
derful book made for her by her 
niece of their trip to Cornwall 
last year.  Lolita and Bob Chris-
tian showed a CD of one of their 
past trips. 
     During the gathering, the 
main topic of discussion was 
DNA and finding new contacts. 
                                                                                                                                
— Contributed by Bob Christian 

It’s Autumn and time for Pasty Luncheons 
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The updated 

Membership List  
is enclosed with this issue (if your 
KK is emailed, your Member List 
will be mailed to you). 
 
Please: 
• Check your entry for  

accuracy. Contact Pat Carson  
with corrections. 

• Take a look at your “Renewal Date”. If it is 
5/1/18 or Lifetime , your dues are current. 
Thank you! 

• Is your Renewal Date  5/1/2017 or earlier? 
Our records show that your dues are in  
arrears. If you wish to remain a member, 
send your check to:    

 
Pat Carson 
11706 E. Alfred Ct. 
Boise, ID 83713                    Again, Thank You! 

Please Note! 

a gift card is available! 



Kenderwi Kernewek     •     Autumn (Kynyav) 2017 

 

4 

NorCal Cousins Pounce on a Pasty 
in Sutter Creek 

 

by Kitty Quayle 

     Sutter Creek is a 
bustling gold rush town 
located just north of 
Jackson, straddling 
Hwy 49 as it winds 
through the historic 
gold country of 
California.  The town’s 
main street is lined with 
beautifully kept 
buildings from the 
1800s, now home to a 
variety of wine tasting 
rooms, eateries, retail 
shops, B&B’s, antique 
emporiums and 
gracious homes.  
     The Northern 
California contingent of 
the Cousins met in the 
Community Center one 
block off Main Street 
located in a tidy 

neighborhood between the Methodist church and an excellent 
city park.  Twenty Cousins attended the luncheon on a perfect, 
golden autumn day and enjoyed homemade pasties, fresh fruit 
salad and Cornish cookies made from Robyn Hout’s recipe 
for Cornish Cake printed in the last issue of KK. 
Our guest speaker was Sutter Creek local Ed Arata, expert on 
and former employee of the Knight Foundry, which we toured 
after our meal.  Ed was thrilled to have a pasty, as he told me 
he grew up eating them, right up until Mrs. Truscott retired 

and closed her downtown 
pasty shop by the creek 
twenty years ago.  He gave 
us a good background and 
history of the foundry and 
prepped us for our tour. 
      

Clockwise from top left: Editor Rosemary 
and President Kitty admire Kitty’s Proper 
Pastys; Carly Quayle says “Who wouldn’t 
look happy with a stack of Mom’s pastys?”; 
Cousin John Phillips; one of the vintage 
railway posters used for table décor. 
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Clockwise from top left: Gage 
McKinney and Emily Quayle 
pounce on their pasties; Another 
vintage travel poster; Doris 
Keeler’s cousin Stuart Stinson; 
Brita Rozynski with Jill Perry 
behind; Ed Arata of the Knight 
Foundry; Robyn’s Cookies — all 
too good; Lauren Gamblin; Dama 
Kitty made a special Shane-sized 
pasty for her grandson. It even 
has his initial! 
 
Photos courtesy Ruth McMaster and Carly 
Quayle. 
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Cousins Tour the Historic Knight Foundry 
by Kitty Quayle 
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Photos 
clockwise 
from left: 
Foundry 
entry; big 
equipment 
every-
where; 
Foundry 
volunteers; 
very big 
wrenches. 

     After lunch we walked through the park, crossed a footbridge spanning the creek and so to the foundry which was  
fascinating. It is a real time capsule of a place: it was closed down, intact, for over a quarter of a century. All the machines, dies 
and tools are in their original locations and all in working order, even the first Knight water wheel from 1874.   They produced 
everything there in the machine shop and foundry, from hoists for the area’s gold mines to decorative cast iron for the State  
Capitol building.  It was a very fun, interesting and educational day. 
     Many thanks to the Cousins who drove up to attend, it is always such fun to see everyone and get caught up.  Huge thanks to 
Rosemary for the snazzy Great Western Railway poster art decorations and to my daughters Emily and Carly for all the kitchen 
help.  Many hands makes light work.    
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To view a very interesting video, go to YouTube  
and search for “Knight Foundry.” 

Photos clockwise from above: OSHA - required signage; 
casting fragment; more big wheels; cupola furnaces; wall 
art (note California Bear casting). This place is a paradise 
for photographers and sketchers. 

Photos pages 6 & 7, courtesy Ruth McMaster 



Kenderwi Kernewek     •     Autumn (Kynyav) 2017 

 

8 

The California Cornish Cousins 
c/o Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor 
23 Maxwell Street, Lodi CA 95240 
 
Address Correction Requested 

The California Cornish Cousins       2017 - 2018 Officers 
 
 • Kitty Quayle, President, 6041 Foxtail Road, Somerset, CA 95684  (530) 313-0421 

Email:  celtickitty@sbcglobal.net 
• Gage McKinney, Immediate Past President & Historian, 115 Chester St., Grass Valley CA 95945  

(530) 802.5252   Email: gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net 
• Robyn Houts, Secretary  8485 Burchell Road, Gilroy, CA 95020  (408) 319-0526   

Email:  scfalpacas04@yahoo.com 
• Pat Carson, Treasurer & Membership 11706 West Alfred Court, Boise, ID 83713  (208) 501-5527 

Email  treasurer@califcornishcousins.org 
• Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor, 23 Maxwell Street, Lodi, CA 95240   (209) 334-2464 

Email  rgamblin@sbcglobal.net 
• Cat Nielsen, Webmaster   PO Box 929, El Cerrito, CA 94530     

Email: webmaster@califcornishcousins.org 
 
¡ Membership in the California Cornish Cousins runs from May 1 to April 30 of the following year.   

Annual dues are US$25.00. Dues, new membership checks and membership questions to Pat Carson,  
(208) 501-5527. 

¡ Kenderwi Kernewek is published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins.  When reprinting 
articles, please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.”    

¡ Website: http:/www.califcornishcousins.org. 

Stocking Stuffer — a Gift Membership in the California Cornish Cousins! 


