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Greetings, Cousins! 
 

  Wow, Cousins, I hope you all 
managed to keep cool in our record 
temps of June.   Not a fan of the 
heat myself, so I find that I am 
looking longingly towards Fall. 
  Autumn seems a long way off, 
with its cooler days and brilliant 
colors, doesn’t it?  But not too far 

away to have begun the preparations for our next social 
function, the Fall Luncheon.  As usual, we break into 
three area groups for this, though anyone wishing to sign 
up is welcome at any and all lunches.  More info on each 
is contained within this issue. 
  The NorCal luncheon will feature a guided tour of the 
Knight Foundry (http://knightfoundry.com/) in Sutter 
Creek, recently purchased by the town after years of try-
ing and is now doing public tours on the second Saturday 
of each month.  
 

A bit from their website:    
“Sutter Creek’s Historic, Industrial Crown Jewel. The 

Knight Foundry, set in the heart of Sutter Creek, is 

America’s last water-powered foundry and machine 

shop. Established in 1873 by Samuel Knight, this ex-

traordinary facility includes the unique historic equip-

ment and machinery, still in place in its original context, 

just as it was during its gold rush-era heyday. 

Knight Foundry is nationally recognized as a National 

Historic Mechanical Engineering Landmark and a Cali-

fornia Registered Historical Landmark. The Foundry is 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places and 

has been named by the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation as one of America’s eleven most endan-

gered historic places.”   
  Mr. Knight and a guy named Pelton were in a little 
competition in 1883 in Grass Valley at the Idaho-
Maryland to see whose water wheel worked best. 
  Pelton won.  
  Kernow bys vykken! Kitty 

 

President’s Message 

Pasty Luncheons 

Central California 
Joyce and Richard Knight will host a potluck on  
Saturday, October 14, 2017. 
 

Please contact Joyce at joycek777@gmail.com to 
RSVP and tell her what you plan to bring.  

Southern California 
Southern Cousins!  
Last year's fall luncheon was cancelled because of a 
lack of interest. This year, I am asking for a firm 
RSVP before October 1st before I go ahead. It will be 
Saturday, November 4th at my house in Lemon 
Grove, 8 miles east of downtown San Diego. I will 
make pasties from my father's side of the family, 
(Rickard, Perry, Hicks, Thomas), recipe unchanged 
(except for the lard). 
Please email or phone me as soon as possible to let me 
know if you can come and how many people. I hope 
to see as many of you as in past years. 
 
Jan Davis 
Jandavis3@cox.net 
619-890-5901 

A couple of entertaining Cornish videos: Horn of Plenty     and       Cornwall is not England.  Check them out! 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Jwe1xfjclJk                                    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cmtqn8wANLY  
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Dick Chamberlain  
1929 – 2017 

Dick Chamberlain died peacefully at 

home April 28, 2017 at the age of 88. He was 

born on February 7, 1929 in Detroit, Michigan 

and grew up there, 

moving to Whittier, 

California with his 

brother and parents 

in 1949. During the 

Korean War he 

served as a Special 

Agent for the U.S. 

Army Counterintel-

ligence Corps. He 

earned bachelors 

and masters degrees 

at Whittier College 

and a doctorate in 

Education at the 

University of South-

ern California. As a 

teacher of history 

and government his career spanned middle and 

high school, community college, and university 

extension.  

In 1960 he married Judith Lasse. They 

were married for over 40 years. He lost his be-

loved Judy in 2003. Dick is survived by his five 

children, ten grandchildren and nine great grand-

children.  

At Porterville, California he served as 

Director of Adult Education, raising Durham cat-

tle as a sideline. Always interested in conserva-

tion, he founded the Porterville Area Environ-

mental Council and led its involvement in creat-

ing the Yaudanchi Ecological reserve, opposing 

excessive development of the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains, as well as testifying in Congress on 

behalf of the present Golden Trout Wilderness.  

Retiring from their respective positions 

in 1986, Dick and Judy moved to Flournoy, Cali-

fornia where they had acquired the former Luce 

ranch. There they 

coauthored “Civil 

War Letters of an 

Ohio Soldier” 

based upon Dick’s 

grandfather’s let-

ters home from 

that war, and 

“Two G.W. Coles: 

Pioneers in the 

West” about Ju-

dy’s family. In 

addition Dick’s 

books on antique 

cartridge reloading 

tools went through 

several editions. 

His interest in 

American firearms history led to assembling arti-

facts for the Tehama County Museum. Of Cor-

nish descent, Dick was active in Cornish organi-

zations and publications.  

            In 2011 Dick sold the ranch and moved 

to Escalon to live near his daughter JulieBeth.  

Dick started a gun collectors club there, volun-

teered at the Escalon museum, continued to be 

active in California Cornish Cousins, and attend-

ed the Escalon United Methodist church. In 

April 2017 he had a heart attack and was able to 

come home with hospice for the end of his life. 

A memorial service was held in May. In lieu of 

flowers donations can be made in his name to 

Alzheimer Dementia Support Group, 700 

McHenry Ave, Suite B, Modesto, CA 95350 or 

Escalon United Methodist Church, 2000 Jackson 

Ave., Escalon, CA 95320.  

 
 



Kenderwi Kernewek     •     Summer (Hav) 2017 

 

4 

New Almaden Gathering 
By Kitty Quayle 

  Our annual Gathering was a great success, even with a 
couple of setbacks, but heck, we’re Cornish, right?  The 
rustic and charming New 
Almaden Community Club 
gave us the perfect location, 
once we could find it (no GPS 
or cell service), and the outdoor 
area alongside the creek was 
just delicious in the perfect 
weather we were treated to.  A 
million thanks to Kitty Mo-
nahan (the other Kitty) for all 
her help in putting the weekend 
together and for our fun and 
informative walking tour.  
What a great little town and so 
cool to walk in the steps of our 
ancestors.  The Casa Grande is 
now home to the museum and 
what a gracious and elegant 
place it is, a real peek into the lives lived within its 
walls.  The museum displays are very well done with a 
marvelous array of artifacts, photos and mementos.   
  A big Hurrah to Robyn Houts for her outstanding 
Cornish cooking demo (more on pg. 10). The saffron 
cake was delicious and devoured in no time, whetting 
appetites for the pasty lunch to come.  “Eat dessert 
first,” words to live by. . . She has generously offered to 

do another demo at the next Gathering, so all in 
favor?  Yep, it’s unanimous.   

  Thanks also to Gage, for 

his beautifully spoken 

tribute to Dick Chamber-

lain.  Dick will be so 

missed, he was quite a 

guy.  And thanks to Lupi-

ta for sharing her family 

history with us after our 

pasty lunch on Saturday.  

Jim Murch’s performance 

after our Saturday dinner 

was fun and entertaining 

and the Double Jacking 

part (thanks, John At-

wood, for taking part) had 

me amazed that our an-

cestors did that work all day.   

  And finally, to Gage, Ilka, Pat, Robyn, Kitty M 

and Rosemary who stayed until every chair was 

folded, every waste can emptied, every leftover 

packed away, I salute you.  I simply could not have 

done it without you.   

Meur ras. 

Pat Carson chats with Montana Cornishman Dave Kneebone, during Friday’s Social Hour. 

Gage, Ilka and Kitty  provided the festive table décor. 
 

All Gathering photos courtesy Kitty Quayle. 
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Right:  At Saturday’s 

luncheon, Cousins  

didn’t need to be called 

twice for Kitty’s home-

made pasties. 

 

Cornish Tea Towels 

tacked to the wall added 

color to the scene. Kitty 

entered a  Rodda Clotted 

Cream contest that asked 

“What do you top with 

Rodda’s?” Kitty replied 

“Everything” and won 

the towel on the right. 

 

New Almaden Gathering 

After lunch, Lupita Duarte-Clark  shared her family history research. 
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New Almaden Gathering 
Hacienda & Museum Tour 

Although we didn’t get to go to Englishtown or 

Spanishtown because our long-reserved tour 

vans were given away to the Boy Scouts, Kitty 

Monahan (blue shirt) of the New Almaden  

Community Club led us on an interesting tour of 

the Hacienda and the New Almaden Quicksilver 

Museum. 

 

Clockwise from top left: In the Hacienda  

Cemetery; a historic home; The Casa Grande, 

formerly the Superintendent’s residence, which 

now houses the Museum; the rebuilt Bell Tower. 

 

Photos Right:  The museum’s exhibit about 

flasking mercury features a mannequin painted 

to resemble Cousin Burnett Tregoning’s  

great-grandfather Henry, who actually did the 

work. 
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New Almaden Gathering 
A Cornish Miner from Bodie visits our Gathering 

  The Gathering wound up with the very interest-
ing presentation by Stocktonian Jim Murch,  
who entertained and informed us with his reenact-
ment of the life of Bodie miner William Hick, a 
Cornishman. 
  Mr. Hick’s gravestone in the Bodie, California 
cemetery attracted Jim’s attention, leading him to 
research Hick’s life. He developed his “script” 
which relates Mr. Hick’s travels from mine to 
mine, the good times and the tough times, and a 
miner’s daily routine.  After carefully studying 
photos of Bodie miners, Jim had his miner’s outfit 
custom-made. He also collected authentic prop 
items such as a sledge, rock drill, Cornish three-
part lunch bucket, tommy stick and a miner’s or 
engineer’s hammer.  
  “Mr. Hick” demonstrated “double-jack drilling,” 
ably and bravely assisted by Cousin John Atwood. 
Double-jack drilling referred to a two-man drilling 
team. One man holding the steel with his bare 
hands was known as the “shaker.” His job was to 
hold the steel in position and then rotate it 90 de-
grees after every blow from the sledge ham-
mer.  The other man known as the “hammer 
swinger” would swing an 8-12 lb. sledge hammer 
at the rock chisel being held in the shaker’s 
hands.  The swinger’s job was to strike a firm 
blow and never miss.   
  Our thanks to Jim for this insight into the life of 
one Cornish miner. 

Photos  

1 Jim’s 8 pound sledge was made around 1886. His 36” rock 

drill was called a “steel” by miners.  Bodie miners wore 

long coats because the mines were a cool 56oF, even in sum-

mer. Miners started each shift with three long-burning can-

dles. 

2 Tommy stick or sticking tommy. This was hung on the 

miner’s hat or wedged in a crack of the rock. 

3 William Hick’s gravestone in the windswept Bodie cemetery. 

4 

3 2 

1 
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GVMVC: Why We Sing 

Cornish Audiences Stand for the Grass Valley Male Voice Choir 

By Gage McKinney 

In addition to the special performance in Tru-
ro, the GVMVC sang a program of American music in 
performances at Methodist Churches in Falmouth, 
Helston and Penzance. Songs from the musical Jersey 

Boys drew an especially enthusiastic response from the 
Cornish audiences. 

At their various performances, the GVMVC 
sang in concert with three other choirs. The whole 
duchy was in song, as choirs performed night after 
night in venues from the Tamar to Land’s End.  

Wherever the Grass Valley men sang, it was a 
California reunion. The singers’ wives, several people 
from Nevada City, and Cornish Cousin Judy Powell, 
traveled with the choir. Cornish Cousins president 
Kitty Quayle and newsletter editor Rosemary Gamblin 
also attended several performances.  

When my wife Ilka Weber and I arrived at 
Truro Cathedral we greeted the Californians with the 
choir, and many in the audience who had fond memo-
ries of visiting California. Among them were singers 
from Cornish choirs who had previously come to the 
Golden State to sing. They recalled singing in formal 
and informal venues, such as San Francisco’s Grace 
Cathedral and Grass Valley’s Golden Gate Saloon.  

Culture is like an electrical circuit: the charge 
goes out from the source to energize points far away, 
and returns to the source, where it gathers new 
strength. The return of the GVMVC to Cornwall 
demonstrated the vibrancy of Cornish culture overseas 
even as it renewed the culture of the homeland. 

 
In Truro Cathedral, the GVMVC  
summarized the process in the song* 
“Why We Sing”: 
 
Soothe a soul, mend a heart, 

Bring together lives that have been torn 

apart 

Share the joy, find a friend 

It’s a never-ending gift that circles back 

again. . . 

 

This is why we sing, why we lift our 

voice, why we stand as one in harmony. 

This is why we sing. 
 
 
 
*Greg Gilpin, “Why We Sing” (words and music), Nashville: 
Shawnee Press, Inc., 2005, 2006,   
originally arranged for the Indianapolis Men’s Chorus.  

 
 
 
 

When he introduced the Grass Valley Male 
Voice Choir at a concert in Truro Cathedral, the dark-
haired cannon stood high in the pulpit wearing a long 
red cassock. “Of the 65 choirs in the festival,” he said, 
“this one has come the farthest – 5,300 miles. It is also 
the only choir that has previously sung in this cathe-
dral.”  

During the last week of April the Grass Val-
ley men performed in a festival beside male voice 
choirs representing nearly every English and Welsh 
county, and countries of Europe, including Poland and 
Sweden. Two choirs of British policemen and a Rus-
sian boys choir also sang. “It was great fun,” said 
GVMVC director Eleanor Kenitzer. “We had a won-
derful time.” 

Eleanor remembered performing in the cathe-
dral before. She not only has perfect pitch, but a pre-
cise aural memory, so for the performance she chose 
songs she knew would play well in the cavernous 
space of a stone building. Among the songs was the 
Lord’s Prayer in Cornish. Though the Grass Valley 
choir was half the size of the British choirs (only 18 
Grass Valley singers could make the trip), their sound 
rivaled the larger choirs and they received a standing 
ovation. 

“We got standing ovations everywhere,” El-
eanor said. It was especially meaningful, because the 
members of other choirs were among those standing 
and applauding. “Perhaps it was because we came so 
far,” Eleanor speculated. “But we also sounded really 
good!” 

 
GVMVC with director Eleanor Kenitzer (far left) and accompanists 

Karen Driscoll and Cody Killian in Truro Cathedral.  
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  The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives will host an 
exhibit on the Cornish community of Butte, Montana. 
The Butte Archives has worked closely with the  
Cornish Cousins of Butte, Montana to share their Cor-
nish impact on Butte including mining, food, tradi-
tions, and business. The exhibit will open with a re-
ception open to the public on Thursday, August 24, 
2017 from 4 to 6 p.m. The exhibit will be available to 
see during the Archives’ regular hours, Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 17 West Quartz 
Street. 
  Supporting the project are the members of the Butte 
Cornish Cousins Club, whose president, Dave  
Kneebone, traveled from Butte to attend the June 
CCC Gathering in New Almaden. Dave invites all 
Cousins to the exhibit. 

Cornish History Exhibit — Butte, Montana 

Supporting the GVMVC in Truro 
  President Kitty (right) and her sister, Newsletter Edi-

tor Rosemary beside the baptistry in Truro Cathedral. 

  Kitty recalled: “At the end of the concert, we all stood 

and raised our voices together to sing Trelawny. It was 

a moment of such joy and unity that I will always  

remember it.” 

California Cousins in Cornwall 

Cousin Gage McKinney was recognized at the  

GVMVC performance in Falmouth as an historian of 

Cornish music. He's pictured awaiting the May Day 

festival in Padstow. 
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CORNISH CAKES 

 

Preheat oven to 350oF. 
¼ lb. butter 
1 teacup sugar (5-6 oz. or 2/3 cup) 
1 breakfast cup plain flour (10 fl. oz. = 6-7 oz. flour) 
1 tsp baking powder 
1 large egg or 1 small and 1 tbsp. warm Golden Syrup 
1 teacup (5 fl. oz.) each of sultanas, currants and candied peel (cut into chunks) 
A little saffron (stand in hot water for 1 hour) 

Beat the butter and sugar together. 

Add egg (beaten). 

Fold in flour. 

Add saffron water and then fruit. 

Make into buns (Robyn dropped by spoonfuls, like drop cookies, onto a greased baking sheet). 

Bake 15 -20 minutes. 

Yield: about 2 dozen 2” cakes. 

  An informative and delicious highlight of Saturday 
morning was Robyn Houts’ demonstration of saffron 
recipes she learned from her grandmother in Corn-
wall. 
  Robyn spoke of the history of saffron and its uses 
and also about types of leavening used throughout 
history. She passed around samples of saffron, fresh 
and not-so, to allow us to smell the difference. The 
fresh was far more fragrant.  
 

  Cousins were able to taste samples of Robyn’s  
Saffron Cake and her delectable Candied Orange 
Peel.  
  A  step-by-step demo of the process for mixing the 
Cornish Cakes was helpful, especially for those of us 
who, after tasting the finished project, vowed to fre-
quently bake these very tasty little cakes. 
 And Kitty has promised to make them for the Fall 
NorCal Pasty Luncheon! 
 

New Almaden Gathering 
Cornish Cooking Demonstration 
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Money Matters 

Donations — At the Board Meeting during this 

year’s Gathering, Treasurer Pat reported that our 
bank balance is very low. Annually, the CCC re-
ceives about $1100 in dues while expenses for web-
site, bank fees, newsletters, etc., total about $1700. 
Gatherings and Pasty Luncheons mostly break even, 
although not always.   
  Pat suggested asking members for donations to help 
us through this year.  
  Cousins obliged — $971 was collected at the  
Saturday dinner! 

   If you didn’t attend 
the Gathering and wish 
to contribute, it’s never 
too late. 
  Please send checks 
payable to California 

Cornish Cousins to: 
Pat Carson  

11706 W. Alfred Ct.  
Boise, ID 83713. 
  
 

Fundraiser(s)   
Any ideas for easy, sure winners?  
 

At the Board Meeting, Cousins suggested: 
� Silent Auction (at a future Gathering or 

Pasty Luncheon) 
� Raffle (ditto) 
� Selling Cornish-made products  
� GoFundMe (crowd funding online) —  

possibly to raise funds for a donation to 
Cornish Quest, the group that provides 
books on Cornish History to school chil-
dren at “home.” 

 

Please call or email President Kitty with your bright 
ideas. 

Roster Additions 

Collicott, Kenneth R. 
532 Talbot Ave. 
Albany, CA 94706-1306 
 

 Faull, John 

1462 Meridian Ave 
San Jose, CA  95125 
(408) 464-4060 
j.faull@comcast.net 
 
 

  Phone Number Correction 
 

  Please note that Treasurer Pat Carson’s phone  
number is 208.501.5527. 

Harvey, Earl K. 

654 Bartlett Court 
Brentwood, CA 94513-6204 
(925) 513-9109 
erlzup@sbcglobal.net 

 

Moresco, Renee & Dean 

25 Chilton Ave 
San Carlos, CA  94070 
moresco@smccd.edu 
 

Temby, Joyce & Don 

1125 Sunnyhills Road 
Oakland, CA 94610 

Membership Roster Comes Out 
in the Autumn Newsletter 

  If you’ve made any changes to your address, phone 
or email, please notify Membership Chair Kitty 

Quayle ASAP at 6041 Foxtail Road, Somerset, CA 
95684,  (530) 313-0421 or celtickitty@sbcglobal.net.   
  Thank you. 
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The California Cornish Cousins 
c/o Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor 
23 Maxwell Street, Lodi CA 95240 
 
Address Correction Requested 

The California Cornish Cousins       2017 - 2018 
 
 
• Kitty Quayle, President & Membership, 6041 Foxtail Road, Somerset, CA 95684  (530) 313-0421 

Email:  celtickitty@sbcglobal.net 
• Gage McKinney, Immediate Past President & Historian, 485 Wilson Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087  

(408) 739-7503   Email: gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net 
• Robyn Houts, Secretary  8485 Burchell Road, Gilroy, CA 95020  (408) 319-0526   

Email:  scfalpacas04@yahoo.com 
• Pat Carson, Treasurer  11706 West Alfred Court, Boise, ID 83713  (208) 501-5327 

Email  treasurer@califcornishcousins.org 
• Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor, 23 Maxwell Street, Lodi, CA 95240   (209) 334-2464 

Email  rgamblin@sbcglobal.net 
• Cat Nielsen, Webmaster   PO Box 929, El Cerrito, CA 94530     

Email: webmaster@califcornishcousins.org 
 
� Membership in the California Cornish Cousins runs from May 1 to April 30 of the following year.   

Annual dues are US$25.00. Dues, new membership checks and membership questions to Kitty Quayle   
(530) 313-0421. 

� Kenderwi Kernewek is published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins.  When reprinting 
articles, please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.”    

� Website: http:/www.califcornishcousins.org. 

Make Your Pasty Luncheon Reservation NOW! 


