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Greetings, Cousins! 
 

  Now that the holidays are safely  
behind us, we can look forward to a 
new year of possibilities stretching out 
before us.  And in a mere five months, 
we will gather again to celebrate our 
shared histories and ancestry.  This 
year, we will gather at New Almaden, 
where many of our relatives lived and 

worked.  To some members who are involved with the 
Quicksilver Park doings, this will be familiar territory and 
we will all benefit from their experience and expertise.   To 
others, it will be a place of memories to re-explore.  And to 
others, perhaps, a first time chance to go to a place for a 
long-intended visit.  In any case, it is a place central to our 
shared history, for without the cinnabar mined there, the gold 
found elsewhere would have been out of reach. 

Kitty 
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   Since we have a number of our members with deep family 
roots in those Santa Clara hills, with stories of the lives those 
emigrants lived, the work they did and the families they 
raised.  I thought it would make an enjoyable evening if, 
after dinner, we opened the floor to anyone wishing to share 
their stories, photos and memorabilia with us all to help form 
a picture in our current Cornish community from that  
Cornish community of long ago.  So, dig out some items to 
share and tales to tell.  
  As usual, the registration fee covers Friday and Saturday 
dinner buffets and Saturday lunch, all the rental and 
admission fees.  You are on your own for lodging and for 
breakfast, most hotels furnish a complimentary one.  Trip 
Advisor is a good place to start. 
  Enjoy this lovely, rainy January, we certainly need the  
precipitation.  Blazing summer will be here soon enough and 
I, for one, prefer the cool.  I hope to see you all at  
New Almaden, if not before.  Stay well.                               

President’s Message 
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Save the Date — Grass Valley St. Piran’s Day — March 11th 
 

The St. Piran’s celebration begins at 9:30 a.m. in the Most Cornish Place in America, the City Hall parking lot at Main and 
South Auburn Streets.   It’s lots of fun for One and All. 

 Some scenes from previous celebrations 
1. Eleanor Kenitzer,  

director of the GV Male Voice Choir 
2. Clean Up Committee Member 
3. Jacob Dodge hurls his pasty 
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CALIFORNIA CORNISH COUSINS 
 

26th Annual Gathering 
Friday, June 2nd  --  Sunday, June 4th 2017 

NEW ALMADEN 
 
SCHEDULE TO DATE 
 

Friday, June 2nd        
• Headquarters for the weekend will be the  

New Almaden Community Center. Doors open at 4 p.m.                    
• Gathering sign-in and a No Host social hour begins at 5 p.m., 

followed by a buffet dinner at 6 p.m. 
 
Saturday, June 3rd   
•  9:00 a.m.   General Business Meeting at the Community Center 
•  11:00 a.m.  Van Ride to English Camp and Pasty Picnic,  

                        return to Community Center around 2:30 
•   5:00 p.m.  No Host Social Hour 
•   6:00 p.m.  Banquet Dinner 
 
Sunday, June 4th        
• Church 
• New Almaden Quicksilver Museum in the Casa Grande  

is open from 10—4.    
 
Last day to register and/or get a refund is Saturday, May 6, 2017 
 
NAME              
 
PHONE (incl. area code) ________________________    
 
 No.  of Full Registrations @ $95.00 each ________   No. of Partial Registrations @ $85.00 (includes  
 
everything except the Friday night dinner) _____________________ 
 
No. of Beef Pasties for Saturday Lunch  ______________ No. of Veggie Pasties __________________ 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The number of van seats is limited and will go on a first come first served 
basis, so get your registration in early if you want to claim one.  Everyone will, of course, get 
lunch, van ride or not. 
 
 Make check payable to California Cornish Cousins and mail to: Pat Carson, Treasurer 
         11706 W. Alfred Ct. 
         Boise, ID 83713 

 

ALSO NOTE:  If you want  display space for any family history or story related material,  
contact President Kitty so she can arrange for display tables. 

Mine Captain James Harry,  
top right 
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Ron James, Folklorist and Nevada Historian,  
Is Named a Cornish Bard 

 by Gage McKinney 
 
 Ronald M. James, the champion of 

Cornish heritage in Nevada, is America’s 
latest Cornish bard. His election to the an-
cient circle of bards was announced in Sep-
tember.  

James has told the story of the Cor-
nish in several books, including The Roar 
and the Silence: A History of Virginia City 
a n d  t h e  C o m s t o c k  L o d e 
(1998) and Uncovering Nevada's Past: A 
Primary Source History of the Silver State 
(2004 with John B. Reid). He has written 
popular histories of Nevada with his wife, 
Susan James, and his scholarly articles have appeared 
in six countries.  

In his roles as Nevada’s State Historic Preser-
vation Officer and chair of the National Historic Land-
marks Committee of the National Park Service, James 
sought recognition of the Cornish miner. As a speaker 
he has brought eloquence, learning and style to many 
Cornish gatherings.  

Ron was instrumental in planning the interna-
tional Cornish gathering in Grass Valley in 2009. He 
led walking tours of Virginia City for the Californians 
in 1995 and the international group in 2009.  

James gave a seminar on Cornish folklore that 
was perhaps the best-received presentation at the  
Cornish American Heritage Society gathering in  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 2014. He is re-introducing 
and re-interpreting Cornish folklore for an international 
audience. 

James has previously received the Wilbur S. 
Shepperson Humanities Book Award; the Rodman Paul 
Award from the National Mining History Association; 
and the Award of Merit from the American Association 
for State and Local History. He has been inducted into 
the State of Nevada Writers Hall of Fame.  

In his spare time, James has helped preserve 
the memory of Gold Hill, Nevada, a Cornish enclave on 
the Comstock Lode. He is spearheading the restoration 
of the Virginia and Truckee Railroad Depot at Gold 
Hill, which will function as a museum. 

While maintaining their deep roots in Nevada, 
Ron and Susan recently moved to a family farm in 
Iowa. Family responsibilities cause Ron to postpone his 
ceremonial induction as a bard. He will be inducted in 
Cornwall on the first Saturday in September in 2017.  

 
 

Articles Suggest the Breadth of  
Ron James’ Scholarship 

By Philip Payton 
 
      Ron James cemented his role as an 
American historian of the Cornish in articles 
that appeared in Cornish Studies, the series 
of annual volumes published by University 
of Exeter Press, which I edited for many 
years when I was Director of the Institute of 
Cornish Studies. 
    In “Defining the Group: Nineteenth-
Century Cornish on the North American 
Mining Frontier" (Cornish Studies 2, 1994), 
James explored how the Cornish in America 
chose to perpetuate their ethnic separateness 
as an economic strategy to secure preferential 

employment in the mines.  
In “Home Away from Home: Cornish Immi-

grants in Nineteenth-century Nevada” (Cornish Studies 
15, 2007) Ron capitalized on the fact that Nevada was 
the first American state with all its federal manuscript 
census records encoded in a fully searchable database. 
As a result Ron documented the Cornish patterns of 
settlement in Nevada and analyzed the choices and 
movements of discreet Cornish families and groups.  

In other articles Ron established himself as a 
foremost contemporary interpreter of Cornish folklore. 
In this work he returned to his original interests as a 
scholar. In 1981 – 82 he was the International  
Telephone and Telegraph Fellow in Ireland, where he 
was based at the Department of Irish Folklore at Uni-
versity College, Dublin.  

In “Knockers, Knackers, and Ghosts: Immi-
grant Folklore in the Western Mines” (Western  
Folklore 51, April 1992), Ron provided what is proba-
bly the most comprehensive account of the tommy 
knocker legends and how they evolved. In “Cornish 
Folklore, Context and Opportunity” (Cornish Studies 
18, 2010), Ron presented a wide-ranging assessment of 
the state of Cornish folklore studies and possibilities for 
future research. He followed this with “’The Spectral 
Bridegroom’: A Study in Cornish Folklore” (Cornish 
Studies 18, 2012), in which he argued that Cornish folk 
studies do not represent a pale imitation of European 
tales but “a fully developed, thriving oral tradition.” 

 
Gage notes that “Philip Payton was Director of the Institute of 
Cornish Studies in Cornwall 1991-2013 and is now Professor 
Emeritus of Cornish & Australian Studies at the University of 
Exeter. He is currently Professor of History at Flinders  
University in Adelaide, South Australia. He is a long-time friend 
of the California Cousins, having attended and keynoted several 
of our gatherings and events.” 

 
  

Nevada Historian Is Named Cornish Bard 
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What is the Gorsedh Council? 
Gorsedh means 'a Bardic  
assembly'. It comes from the 
ancient Celtic word meaning 
'high seat' or 'throne'. 
 
The revival of Gorsedh  
Kernow began in 1928 with  
the initiation of 12 Bards  
together with Cornwall’s first 
Grand Bard, scholar Henry  
Jenner (1848 – 1934), one of 

the early 
proponents 
of the  
Cornish language revival. 
 
Strong links are maintained with 
other Celtic countries like Wales 
and Brittany and with Cornish 
Australians and  
citizens from other parts of the 
Diaspora, where some of the 
current 496 Bards reside. 

 
Gorsedh Kernow, which means 

Cornish Gorsedh, exists to  maintain and give  
expression to the national spirit of Cornwall as a 
Celtic country and in particular: 
• to foster good relations between Cornwall and 
other Celtic countries; 
• to promote co-operation and goodwill between 
those who work for the honor of Cornwall; 
• to encourage study and use of the Cornish      
language; 
• to encourage the study of Cornish history,      
literature, art, music, sport and related subjects, and 
the publication of works on such subjects; 
• to support the holding of the Cornish              
Eisteddfod, known in Cornwall as the Esedhvos; 
• to hold an annual Gorsedh Kernow Bardic    
ceremony. 
 

What is a Bard ? 
Bards are elected by the Gorsedh Council and the 
honor of Bardship is awarded to people who have 
given exceptional service to Cornwall by a  
manifestation of the Celtic spirit or by service to 
Cornwall, to people who qualify by a high degree of 
proficiency in the Cornish language and people of 
distinction who, in the opinion of the Gorsedh  
Council, should be received as Bards of Honor. 
 
What do Bards do ? 
Bards of Gorsedh Kernow are involved in many  
projects, such as 
• teaching the Cornish language at evening classes 
and in schools; 
• arranging the annual Holyer an Gof Publishers 
Awards; 
• maintaining extensive archive material for future 
research; 
• liaising with other Cornish cultural organizations, 
historical and modern, to foster renewed interest in 
Cornwall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Cornish Bards — FAQs 

Henry Jenner 

Grand Bard’s Chair 

 
— information from gorsedhkernow.org.uk 

 
At Gorsedh Kernow Bardic ceremonies 
you may see the Awen symbol meaning 
inspiration. It represents the attributes 
of Wisdom, Truth and Love. 

The Gorsedh ceremony in 
St. Keverne, 2016. 
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How About a Trip to Cornwall? 
  Eleanor Kenitzer, director of the Grass Valley Male 
Voice Choir, is offering CCC members the opportunity 
to travel with the choir and hear them perform with sixty 
other choirs at the Cornwall International MVC Festival. 

  As of  January 11th, 8 spots on the trip are open.  If you 
would like to have full information, call Eleanor at (530) 
277-8025.  For a flyer and Registration Agreement Form, 
email rgamblin@sbcglobal.net. 

Here are most of the singers who 
will perform in Cornwall and  
director Eleanor Kenitzer. 
Unfortunately, three travelers were 
unavailable on picture day. 
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Information and photos from the Plymouth Herald 9/8/16 and The West Briton 10/26/16 

Welcome to 
DEVONWALL? 

  The notion of a Devon-Cornwall Parliamentary constituency has been discussed since a previous attempt at a review 
in 2013.  The introduction of new rules in 2011 required the Boundary Commission for England to find a way of  
cutting the number of seats to 600 and limiting constituency sizes to between 71,031 and 78,507 voters. 

  This threw up a number of contentious results, cutting the number of Cornish MPs from six to five and introducing a 
new Bideford and Bude constituency which would include the Cornish towns of Launceston and Bude plus the north 
Devon port of Bideford and villages and hamlets in between.  This first attempt was voted down by Parliament, but a 
second review was launched earlier last year.  The Boundary Commission expects to issue a final ruling in 2018. 

And The Con    
  Merv Davey, Grand Bard of the Gorsedh Kernow 
cultural movement, said it was vital for the  
boundary of Cornwall to remain intact.  “There is 
an historical case in that the Cornish Boundary goes 
back much further than any other boundary in the UK. 
But there is also a constitutional case. On the Cornish 
side, we come under the Duchy of Cornwall, but on 
the other side it comes under the Queen.” 

  Mebyon Kernow, the Party for Cornwall, gives these 
reasons, among others, for opposing Devonwall: 
An Entire National Minority Disregarded 
 

In 2014, the Cornish were 
finally recognized as a Na-
tional Minority of the UK, 
alongside the Welsh, Scots 
and Irish. Whilst the integrity 
of the other Celtic borders are 
protected in this boundary 
review, the Cornish border 
and its people are not  
afforded the same respect. 
Why? 
 
A Constituency Based on 
Flawed Calculations 
 

The electorate of mainland Cornwall already matched 
the requirements for 5 MPs, requiring only that an 
exception be made for the Isles of Scilly electorate to 
be added to the most westerly constituency. This  
exception has been made for the Scottish Islands and 
the Isle of Wight—why not Cornwall? 

The PRO View 
 A Boundary Commission secretary stated there "will be a 
Cornwall-Devon constituency".  He explained that there 
was "no way to avoid" this outcome due to the size of 
Cornwall's electorate. 
  Critics of the Devonwall seat, including Mebyon  
Kernow's Dick Cole, claim its creation would threaten the 
"territorial integrity of Cornwall" and put "unrealistic" 
demands on the elected MP. Lib Dem constitutional 
spokesman Lord Tyler has compared the task of covering 
"two quite distinct district or even county council areas" 
to "trying to ride two horses at once". 
  However, South West Devon MP Gary Streeter main-

tains that the majority of resi-
dents "particularly in North 
Cornwall and North Devon" 
pay little head to county 
boundaries. 
  And he says the benefits of 
reducing seats and equalizing 
boundaries outweigh any 
"minor local inconvenience" a 
cross-county constituency 
would raise. 
  "I realize there are a handful 
of people for whom this is a 
big issue," he said. "But for 

the vast majority of the people living in Devon and  
Cornwall the fact that a Parliamentary constituency 
crosses a county boundary… I think this is something 
most people can live with quite comfortably." 

 

MP Streeter 

 
 

It's not that Cornwall became part of England, 
it's just that the English forgot Cornwall was not part of their country.  
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Membership Roster Updates 
 

Chamberlain, Dick 
30557 E. River Road, Escalon CA 95320 
juliebethlamb@gmail.com 
 
Ralph, Ms. Gwen 
(510) 559-0281 

Newsletter Submissions  
are always welcome 

 

            Do you have photos, stories or Cornish recipes 
you’d like to share with the Cousins?   
 

 Send them to Rosemary Gamblin: 
 email:  rgamblin@sbcglobal.net 
 mail:    23 Maxwell St., Lodi 95240 

 

Thanks

  Derek Coad of Bodmin was hiking on the moor on a  
recent sunny winter afternoon. During a rain shower, he 
snapped a photo of this rainbow. 
  The Sharp Tor region was mainly a copper mining district,  
a little north of the village of Minions. Not far away is the 
Cheesewring Granite Quarry and the well known Hurlers 
stone circles. Other towns and villages nearby are Upton 
Cross and Pensilva.  
  Derek wonders if any Cousins had ancestors who worked 
nearby.  
  Sound familiar to anyone? 
 

Sharp Tor 
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Register Now for the New Almaden Gathering — June 2 - 4, 2017  

The California Cornish Cousins 
c/o Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor 
23 Maxwell Street, Lodi CA 95240 
 
Address Correction Requested 

The California Cornish Cousins       2016 - 2017 Officers 
 
 • Kitty Quayle, President & Membership, 6041 Foxtail Road, Somerset, CA 95684  (530) 313-0421 

Email:  celtickitty@sbcglobal.net 
• Gage McKinney, Immediate Past President & Historian, 485 Wilson Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087  

(408) 739-7503   Email: gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net 
• Robyn Houts, Secretary  8485 Burchell Road, Gilroy, CA 95020  (408) 319-0526   

Email:  scfalpacas04@yahoo.com 
• Pat Carson, Treasurer  11706 West Alfred Court, Boise, ID 83713   (208) 501-5327 

Email  treasurer@califcornishcousins.org 
• Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor, 23 Maxwell Street, Lodi, CA 95240   (209) 334-2464 

Email  rgamblin@sbcglobal.net 
• Cat Nielsen, Webmaster   PO Box 929, El Cerrito, CA 94530    (510) 236-6227 

Email: webmaster@califcornishcousins.org 
 
Membership in the California Cornish Cousins runs from May 1 to April 30 of the following year.   
Annual dues are US$25.00. Life Membership: US$250.00  Dues, new membership checks and membership questions 
to Kitty Quayle  (530) 313-0421. 
Kenderwi Kernewek is published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins.  When reprinting articles, 
please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.”    
Website: http:/www.califcornishcousins.org. 


