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Kenderwi Kernewek  (Cornish Cousins) 
Newsletter of the California Cornish Cousins 

Volume 28  •   Number 1 •   Hav (Summer) 2019 

 

Hello Cornish Cousins,  

     I am your new President and I 

have really big shoes to fill following 

many hard-working former Presidents 

and especially Kitty Quayle.  Kitty 

not only arranged our meetings but 

she also supplied our Cornish Pasties 

for our outings and as a Cornishman I 

dubbed them a “Proper Pasty” made 

with the proper ingredients and they 

are always excellent.  During the 

Spring this year Kitty arranged to 

teach many of us the proper way to 

make a pasty at Rosemary Gamblin’s 

house in Acampo.  My wife Jeannette 

wall, there was a Brass Band and of 

course the Cornish Carol Choir.  My 

dad participated in both and he also 

worked at the Empire Star Mine as 

what he called a Pump Man until it 

closed in 1956.   

     I will tell you more history in the 

future but here is what  we have in 

mind for the year ahead.  We are 

planning a Pasty luncheon in Plym-

outh, CA in October, followed by 

wine tasting in the Shenandoah Val-

ley. Grass Valley, CA will be the site 

for our weekend gathering in June 

next year.   

     One of my goals as President is to 

encourage all of you to come to our 

gatherings and learn more of the his-

tory of our Cornish Heritage.  It is 

also time for us to recruit new mem-

bers and we have a great source with 

our children who are all descendants 

of Cornwall.  

     I am done for now, I look forward 

to seeing you all in Plymouth in Octo-

ber.  

now makes pasties which are very 

good. Unfortunately my mother never 

had a chance to teach Jeannette. 

     How many of you went to Sonora? 

If you missed it, you missed a great 

time with good food and socializing 

with our many Cornish Cousins. Sat-

urday afternoon we were given a treat 

going to Jamestown and riding the 

old Steam Train, what fun.   

We are planning more fun trips for 

you to enjoy in the future but before I 

get to that many of you don’t know 

me so let me give you some back-

ground.   

     I was born in the village of Pen-

deen near Penzance in Cornwall. So I 

am a full blooded Cousin Jack.  My 

family came to Grass Valley from 

Cornwall in 1950 and that is my 

home town in the USA.  It was a 

great place to live because it was full 

of Cousin Jacks and Jennies and their 

descendants and was truly run by the 

Cornish at that time.  They still main-

tained the many traditions of Corn-
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No-Pub Pub Quiz   If you missed the Gathering, test your knowledge of Cornwall and things Cornish 
with this sampling of the quiz questions. No fair looking up the answers. 

Cornish Vocabulary 

What is furze? 

  a. A jacket made of the skins of  

      badgers. 

  b. A byproduct of tin smelting 

  c. A gorse bush. 

 

Famous Cornish People 

Who was the Perranporth-born racing 
and rally driver, speed record holder 
and designer of the sports cars bear-
ing his name? 

  a.  Malcolm Sayer 

  b.  Ian Callum 

  c.  Donald Healy 

Cornish Edibles 

What is Yarg? 

  a.  A sweet honey mead 

  b.  A pirate’s dinner 

  c.  A cheese wrapped in nettle leaves 

 

Answers next issue. 
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                      Nobody got lost.                                         Treasurer Yvonne is ready to greet the Cousins.                      Emily and  Kitty prep Friday’s dinner. 

28th Annual Gathering -  
     Sonora, the Queen of the South-
ern Mines, was first settled by Mex-
ican miners who came from the 
State of Sonora in 1848 and called 
the settlement the Sonoran Camp. It 
was incorporated in 1851, making it 
one of the oldest towns in Califor-
nia. 

by Kitty Quayle 
 

     It was in Sonora that the Cousins 
gathered for the weekend of June 
14th. We headquartered in the histor-
ic Opera Hall, a lovely, commodi-
ous building which began life in 
1879 as a flour mill. Resurrected 
after a suspicious fire in 1885 as the 
Opera Hall, it has been the center of 
the town’s social events for many 
years. 

     The weekend kicked off with the 
sign-in, appetizers and frosty adult 
beverages as the Cousins renewed 
old friendships and made new ones. 
It is always a treat to meet new 
Cousins and welcome them to the 
club. 

     After our buffet dinner, we 
laughed and guessed our way 
through the 2nd annual No-Pub Pub 
Quiz, testing the group’s knowledge 
of Cornwall and things Cornish. The 
main attractions were surely the 
prize baskets of items procured in 
Cornwall last May by Rosemary and 

moi. No fighting over the pilchards, 
now! 

     We reassembled Saturday morn-
ing for the annual business meeting, 
discussing our finances, member-
ship and other topics. The meeting 
minutes, recorded by Secretary 
Robyn Houts, appear on page 10. 

     Next came Robyn Hout’s ever 
popular presentation on Cornish 
Cookery, this year focusing on Me-

dieval Cornish Foods. Robyn spoke 
of the similarities and differences of 
the ancient and current diets and 
explained the various methods of 
food preservation and preparation. 
Always crowd pleasing, Robyn had 
baked and made several items for us 
to try, from Hevva Cake to Fairings 
to preserved orange peel, graciously 
passed to the group by the awesome 
Tom Houts. 
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     Noontime had us enthusiastically 
pouncing on pasties, followed by an 
update from Lupita Duarte-Clarke. 

     Then it was time for the highlight 
of the day, our steam train ride at 
the Railtown 1897 State Park in 
Jamestown. Off we went to the train 
station to board our special car with 
our docent, Dave Connery. The 
large open windows on the train car 
allowed plenty of fresh air and great 
viewing as we rolled through the 
oak-studded countryside while Dave 
related the history and indicated 
points of interest. Our 45-minute 
ride passed all too quickly.  We 
paused for a group photo beside the 
train before breaking up: some 
members browsed the shops and 
others took the roundhouse tour. 

     Back we trekked to the Opera 
Hall for the Social Hour appetizers 
and drinks, followed by a buffet 
dinner. Afterwards, our railroad 
expert Dave Connery gave a presen-
tation with visuals to expand on the 
information given on the interpre-
tive train ride, and to tell us the his-
tory of Tuolumne County trains and 
their importance in county develop-
ment. 

     After Dave’s presentation, Gage 
McKinney gave us a taste of the 

class on Cornish History that he is 
teaching in Grass Valley, a class so 
popular that he will be teaching it 
again in Fall.  Gage mentioned that 
in the future the class may be of-
fered online, a real boon to those of 
us unable to attend in person. 

     It was a very fun and happy time, 
a weekend of laughing and learning, 
of sharing and caring. And at the 
end, so many stayed to help with the 
less fun reality of cleaning up and 
putting away that the work was done 
in record time. I am so proud of the 
way we work together and get the 
job done, for One and All. 

Above: Gage McKinney outlined 
the class on Cornish Culture & His-
tory he teaches at Sierra College in 
Grass Valley. Because the Giants 
were doing well, Gage wore his 
striking team shirt.  
Bottom Right: John Atwood’s 
sketch of the Wells Fargo Building 
in Chinese Camp. 

 
 

John Davey Clark - 1850-1902: A Cornish Hero                                                                  

      On May 1st, 2019 at a gather-
ing of local authorities, village 
residents and many of his de-
scendants, Don Juan Clark, as 
he was respectfully known, was 
officially recognized as a local 
hero; he saved his miners from 
the accidental fire within La 
Quintera mine.   I am now able 
to report that in my pursuit to 
recognize my great grandfather 
for his heroic deed, he was cel-
ebrated as we unveiled his bust 
in La Aduana, Sonora, a historic 
village in the municipality of the 
city of Álamos. 

     Don Juan Clark was recruited 
and contracted in 1881 by La 
Quintera Mining Co. Ltd., an 
English Co. as an experienced 
miner and later rose to become 
the Captain of La Quintera 
mine.  La Quintera is a silver 
mine with a prominent history 

in the region that dates to the 
late 1600s. My great-
grandfather initially settled in 
La Aduana and married Dolores 
Ybarra who lived in the adja-
cent famous mine of Promonto-
rios, once considered a model 
of a mining town; they had sev-
en children, of whom five sur-
vived.  I am the proud descend-
ant of his son Guillermo Clark. 

     The morning after the acci-
dent an elegy written by Alejo 
Gómez gives testament: 

Don Juan Clark the miner                                                                                                     
sad and disconsolate                                                                                                         
said to his companions                                                                                                       
I will bring them all out 

one by one he brought them up                                                                                                
all in bad shape                                                                                                             
He was not able to come out                                                                                                  
some people brought him up                                                                                                   
he was already dead 
                      -- by Lupita Duarte Clark 

  

Ed. Note: Many thanks to President Kitty for 
organizing another outstanding Gathering. 
Thanks too to Robyn Hout for her Cookery 
demo, to Treasurer Yvonne Bowers for han-
dling registration and payments, and to all 
Cousins who helped out. 
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Some Gathering Attendees: 

From top left: Marilyn Tregoning and 
brother-in-law Peter; Kristin and 
John Faull, Carly Quayle Dodge with 
sons Shane (who looks like he has 
posed for many a photo) and Jacob; 
Beverly and Cathy Lampshire; Bur-
nett Tregoning.  

Below: Cousin and Sketcher John 
Atwood drew the Opera Hall on post-
card stock and mailed it to himself 
for his travel sketch collection. 
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From top left: Robyn Houts displayed typical medieval Cornish foods as part of her presentation. Each adult daily ate the 
equivalent of those 3 loaves of bread!; Robyn’s unleavened Hevva cake, sampled by all; Beverly Lampshire in the lunch 
line, followed by John Atwood; the steam engine at Railtown 1897; our informative docent, Dave Connery;  
our airy private car; happy Cousins after the ride. 
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A California Cornish Cousin in Cornwall? 

     As editor of the KK, I mail print-
ed copies to those Cousins without 
an email on file. I always wondered 
about the California Cornish Cousin 
who lives near Redruth in Cornwall. 
How did Jimmy Clemence, a Cor-
nishman, come to be a member of 
our group?  When Kitty and I were 
planning our recent trip ‘ome, I sug-
gested that we try to meet with him. 
After a flurry of emails back and 
forth, we were set to meet for lunch.            

     We met at Trevaskis Farm near 
Hayle. Kitty and I, who always al-
low extra driving time for 
“adventures” (sister-speak for get-
ting lost), were pleased to have 
some time to browse in the well-
stocked farm store. We picked up 
most of items for the prize baskets 
for the Gathering’s No-Pub Pub 
Quiz. 

     We met Jimmy and his charming 
Margaret in front of the restaurant. 
Jimmy told us that a cousin of his in 
California, CCCousin Perry Bry-
ant’s late wife Pauline, had years 
ago give him a lifetime membership 
in the CCC. He mentioned that he 
had attended both CCC events and a 
CAHS Gathering back in the ‘90s. 
He also knew several of our original 
members. 

     We sat outside in the bright sun-
shine for a bit, chatting as we waited 
for our indoor table to be ready, and 
as we waited, Jimmy shared with us 

some of his insightful and sensitive 
poetry. Having worked as a miner 
for much of his life, he has a special 
affinity for the land in which he 
worked so intimately. He has in 
good measure the Cornish gift of 
storytelling, full of wit and wisdom 
and loving an audience, his blue 
eyes twinkling as he delivers a 
punchline, motto or double en-
tendre. 

     Finishing our Sunday roast din-
ners, we were persuaded (without 
much difficulty) to visit the dessert 
case, for which Trevaskis is justifi-

 

ably famous. Thirty fabulous “puds” 
in a glass-fronted case! As we rel-
ished our “afters,” we asked Jimmy 
which brand of clotted cream he 
preferred. “Rodda’s,” he promptly 
answered and launched into the sto-
ry of growing up on a farm, where 
each morning a gallon of new milk 
was brought up to the farmhouse 
where his mother put it on the stove 
to warm for making clotted cream. 
The remaining milk was used for the 
day’s baking and drinking, with any 
remainder going to the pigs. Noth-
ing wasted!  

     We parted in the late afternoon 
with a new friendship established.     
Proper job. 

The dessert case at Trevaskis Farm! 

 Violets   

Those towers of the past on the flat lode line, that run through the valley and the 
Carns of this Cornwall of mine. 

Viewed by the tourists from round the globe, filling their imaginations, of the miners 
who danced with the devil in the heat far below. 

After the miners, with their mighty crushing machines and the thundering of their 
stamps both day and night. 

It roared out over the land strewn with rocks and rubble galore, ravaging our land 
for the valuable ore. 

But Mother Nature won the day, and is showing us her most delicate treasurer, little 
violets to warm our hearts on this Basset Carn today. 

Below the springtime skies, amid those bare and rugged hills, dotted with the remains 
of the past, lie tranquil green settings, where nature and men have restored the land 
to its former glory. 

Our future generations can look back to our time amongst these hills and marvel at 
the scene where God, Men and Nature have been. 

--Jimmy Clemence 

by Rosemary Gamblin 
and Kitty Quayle 
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California Cornish Cousins 

NorCal Fall Pasty Lunch 
Plymouth 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 

Noon 
Amador County Fairgrounds 

18621 Sherwood Street, Plymouth 
 

Lunch •  Speaker  •  Wine Tasting in nearby Shenandoah Valley  
(information and winery map will be provided) 

 

Last day to Register: October 5, 2019 
 

Name _______________________________________ Phone ( ________ ) ______________________ 

 

Number Attending at $25 _______ (non-CCC members $35 each) for a total of $___________ 

 

Number of Pasties (one per person):  Beef __________________  Veg ______________________ 

 

Please make check payable to California Cornish Cousins and mail to: 

Yvonne Bowers, Treasurer – 392 E. Napa St., Sonoma CA 95476 

 

Questions?  Contact President Pete Edwards – (408) 209-1461 
 

If you plan to make a weekend of it, one local motel is the Shenandoah Inn (209) 245-4991. 
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California Cornish Cousins 

Central Coast Fall Gathering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 
12:30 – 3:30 pm 

 

Share stories and Remembrances of Cornwall 
and your Cornish Ancestry 

 

Pot Luck Luncheon 
SHEPHERD’S PIE (California Fresh) provided 

Bring a Salad, Appetizer or Dessert to share 
BYOB (if desired) 

 

Knight Home 

169 Andre Drive 

Arroyo Grande CA 93420 
 

Please RSVP by October 12th to joycek777@gmail.com 

(805) 489-9777 
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Long time members will remember we had our 1999 Summer gathering banquet here. 

Take advantage and explore Old Town that day. Come early and stay late, maybe for the weekend? 
Do some holiday gift shopping!  Amtrak stops just a couple of blocks from the restaurant. Carpool if you 
can!  

Please RSVP to me (619-890-5901 or jandavis3@cox.net as soon as you can. I will make our reservations 
a few days beforehand. We will order off the regular menu and ask for separate checks. Sorry, no de-
cent pasties (except mine) in San Diego, but darned good Mexican grub at Casa Guadalajara.  

I hope to see you there! 

Jan Davis 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 
High Noon 
 
Casa Guadalajara  
4105 Taylor Street 

Old Town, San Diego 92110 

SoCal Fall Luncheon  San Diego 

 Newsletter Survey 
 

     Please consider these questions and let me know 
your opinions. 

• What do you like/dislike about the current news-
letter? 

• What subjects would you like to see in future is-
sues? 

• Historical Cornwall 

• Historical figures (e.g. Humphrey Da-
vies, inventor of the miners’ safety lamp) 

• Current events in Cornwall 

• CCCousins’ family stories and Cornish 
backgrounds 

• More of the same from past issues 

• Other? 

“Send me a postcard, drop me a line,  

Stating point of view . . . ”  

Thanks, 

Rosemary Gamblin 

23 Maxwell St., Lodi 95240 

209.481.3682 

rgamblin@alpha-ent.net 

 

PS – Submissions are always welcome: articles, pho-
tos, family recipes, stories . . .  

mailto:jandavis3@cox.net
mailto:rgamblin@alpha-ent.net
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California Cornish Cousins 
Minutes of Board Meeting June 15, 2019 

Sonora, CA 
 
Meeting opened at 0930. 
 
Motion to accept 2018 minutes by Yvonne Bowers, seconded by Jeanette Edwards. Passed 
 
Financial Report. Attached 
CCC is not 501c3 so dues are not tax deductible.  
Motion to accept Financial Report by Pete Edwards, seconded by Kitty Quayle. Passed. 
 
Membership: Multiple messages have been sent to non-paying list members. For now, they will be retained on 
the e-blast but will not receive a physical Newsletter. 
 
Publicity: Local publicity should increase at the annual Gathering location. 
 
Web Master Cat Nielson is looking for a replacement. 
 
Facebook: The California Cornish Cousins page has over 500 followers! 
 
Catherine Quayle handed over the presidency to Pete Edwards. 
 
Upcoming events at New Alamden Quicksilver County Park: Play Like a Miner 8/3, Pioneer Day 10/12. 
 
Meeting closed at 1025. 
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Thanks to Cousin Jan Davis for sharing this diagram. 
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The California Cornish Cousins 

c/o Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor 

23 Maxwell Street, Lodi CA 95240 

 

The California Cornish Cousins       2019 - 2020 Officers 
 

 

• Pete Edwards, President, 14708 Cayo Court, Rancho Murietta, CA 95683 (408) 209-1461 
Email: pete@lawsedwards.com  

• Kitty Quayle, Immediate Past President, 2801 Clay St. #116, Placerville, CA 95667 (530) 313-0421 
Email:  celtickitty@sbcglobal.net 

• Gage McKinney, Historian, 115 Chester St., Grass Valley CA 95945  
(530) 802.5252   Email: gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net 

• Robyn Houts, Secretary  8485 Burchell Road, Gilroy, CA 95020  (408) 319-0526   
Email:  scfalpacas04@yahoo.com 

• Yvonne Bowers, Treasurer & Membership, 392 East Napa St., Sonoma CA 95476 
Email  treasurer@califcornishcousins.org   

• Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor, 23 Maxwell Street, Lodi, CA 95240   (209) 481-3682 
Email  rgamblin@alpha-ent.net 

• Cat Nielsen, Webmaster   PO Box 1153, El Cerrito, CA 94530     
Email: webmaster@califcornishcousins.org 

 Membership in the California Cornish Cousins runs from May 1 to April 30 of the following year.   
Annual dues are US$25.00. Dues, new membership checks and membership questions to  
Yvonne Bowers, (707) 843-0109. 

 Kenderwi Kernewek is published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins.   
When reprinting articles, please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.”    

 Website: http:/www.califcornishcousins.org. 

 

Make Your Pasty Luncheon Reservations Now! 


