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share. 

   On Sunday you are free to tour the 
area, the Empire Mine Tours are reo-
pened and would be an interesting 
thing to do.  The Empire Mine is a 
State Park and there is price for ad-
mission but it is very reasonable. 

   Good news is that our pasties are 
being made by the Methodist Church 
and our meetings will all be held in 
the Church Hall there.  I look forward 
to seeing you there in June.  This year 

we have included everything in 
the price of $40, please invite 
your family and friends it will 
be a great weekend.  

   I want to thank the board 
and particularly Eleanor 
Kenitzer for all she has done 
for this gathering.  

See you there,  

               -Pete, “Boy from ’ome”        
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   This is a short 
message this 
month: Jeannete 
and I are visiting a 
commonwealth 
country, Belize, the 
former British Hon-
duras.  All of their 
money has the 
Queen’s image on 

them but it is not worth anything 
outside of Belize. 

   Well, we finally have good 
news, we will have our gath-
ering in Grass Valley on the 
weekend of June 3rd, 4th and 
5th.  We have a pub night on 
Friday night, Pasty lunch on 
Saturday with a local 
man,  Vince Seck, who will 
play the part of the Empire 
Mine Manager when the mine 
was open, it is a great pro-
gram.  We will also have a 

 

President's Update 
Pete Edwards 

Dear California Cornish Cousins, Cornish Cooking demonstration be-
fore lunch which as  you all know is 
always very interesting.  We also ar-
ranged a tour of the North Star Mine 
Museum in the afternoon which is 
included in your fee for the week-
end.  Saturday night will be a buffet 
with entertainment afterwards.  We 
encourage you all to bring something 
from Cornwall or something of inter-
est about your family:  If you want to 
talk about your item, we will have 
time on Saturday for everyone to 

Welcome, New Members! 

Terry Richards 

1817 Skycrest Dr. #3 

Walnut Creek, CA 94595 

(925) 997-0033 terryrich33@gmail.com 

Surnames & Areas 

Richards   Redruth, Illogan (Cornwall); Dodgeville & Mineral 

   Point WI (USA) 

Boswell   Lelant, Redruth 

Shephard/Shepherd Redruth (Cornwall; Dodgeville & Mineral Point, WI 

   (USA) 

Harris   Redruth 

Daniel Thomas 

11052 Bubbling Wells Rd. 

Grass Valley, CA 94945 

(Phone not given)  

stuart.thomas@gmail.com 
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Malakoff Diggins 

Malakoff Diggins State Historic Park 
is nestled amongst the pine-studded 
chaparral forest of the Sierra Nevada 
Foothills and is home to California’s 
largest hydraulic gold mine. The 
3,000-acre park encompasses the 
town of North Bloomfield and the 
historic Diggins site, which allows 
visitors to step back in time and ex-
perience the boom and bust of the 
California Gold Rush. Visitors can see 
huge cliffs carved by mighty jets of 
water, results of the gold-mining 
technique of washing away entire 
mountains to find gold. Legal battles 
between mine companies and the 
downstream agricultural towns of 
Marysville and Yuba City ended this 
particular method of mining, and was 
the first environmental lawsuit in the 
United States. The park Visitor Center 
features displays on mining and pio-
neer life in the old mining town of 
North Bloomfield, as well as a short 
video on hydraulic mining.  
Park Hours: Open Daily, sunrise to 
sunset.  
Fee: $5 per vehicle. 
Town Site Tours: 1:30 pm when the 
visitor center is open.  
More Info: 530-265-2740  

right on North Bloomfield Road. You 
will stay on paved roads all the way 
to the park.  The park is 26 miles (50 
min drive time) from Nevada City.  

Empire Mine 
Empire Mine State Historic Park is 

the site of one of the oldest, deepest, 

and richest gold mines in California. 

In operation for more than 100 years, 

the mine extracted 5.8 million ounc-

es of gold before it closed in 1956. 

The park contains many of the mine’s 

buildings, the owner’s home and 

restored gardens, as well as the en-

trance to 367 miles of abandoned 

and flooded mine shafts. The park 

encompasses 856 acres of forested 

backcountry and fourteen miles of 

trails – including easy hikes. 

Park Hours: Open daily, 10 - 5 

Park Fees: 
Adults - $5.00 
 
Address: 10791 East Empire Street, 
Grass Valley 
 
More Info: 530-273-8522  

www.malakoffdigginsstatepark.org/ 
How to Get There:  from Nevada City, 
travel 11-miles north on highway 49 
toward Downieville.   Turn right 
on Tyler Foote Road from Highway 49 
and follow the main paved road to the 
park. The main road changes names a 
few times from Tyler Foote Road to 
Cruzon Grade Road to Back Bone 
Road.  Turn right on Derbec Road then 

Gathering 2022: Side Trips (on your own) 
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O 
n the southeastern 

flank of Bodmin Moor, 

the sizeable village of St 

Cleer grew to accom-

modate workers in the many nearby 

copper and tin mines, the remains of 

which can still be seen dotted around 

the local landscape in the form of 

engine houses and chimney stacks.  

There are also numerous ancient 

sites in the area, including the Hurl-

ers and Minions stone circles and 

Trethevy Quoit, the largest in the 

Duchy. 

It was in St. Cleer, on 31 May 1847 

that Steven’s 2x Great Grandfather, 

John Beswarrick, came into the 

world, the fifth child of eight born to 

his parents Reuben and Mary.  A dec-

ade later, in nearby Gonamana, on 8 

March 1858, Mary Billing was born, 

the firstborn child of her parents 

John and Mary Ann.   

On the 6th of May in 1874, John and 

Mary were married in the registry 

office in the town of Liskeard 

(pronounced “Liss CARD”), 2 miles 

south of St. Cleer.  Liskeard is a small, 

ancient stannary and market town, 

but the discovery of copper there led 

to rapid growth in the town’s popula-

tion, peaking at almost 6,500 in 1871.  

However, in the late 19th century the 

mining industry declined rapidly.   

Just a little over a year after they wed, 

John and Mary emigrated to America 

aboard the SS Montana on July 19th 

1875, landing in New York.  Also 

onboard with them were Mary’s 

Kenderwi Kernellow (Cousin's Corner)  featuring  Steven Lovejoy  
 

by Kitty Quayle 

mother Mary Ann 

Billing and Mary’s siblings, Fanny, 

John, Hannah, Emily and Richard. 

Like many Cornish immigrants before 

them, they settled in New Almaden 

where John found work as a miner.  

They were in good company with the 

strong Cornish community on the hill 

full of familiar names, accents and 

traditions.  The couple had eleven 

children and the seventh, Susie, was 

Steven’s great grandmother. 

Steven notes that “The name Beswar-

rick in Cornwall has many variations, 

for example, Boswarrick, Baswarrick 

and Beswetherick.  In the US, my an-

cestors used the variation Beaswor-

rick”. 

When asked how, when and why he 

became interested in his family histo-

ry, he replied, “In the 70s, when I was 

in high school, I inherited my great 

grandmother’s family photos and 

papers.  I organized the photos and 

put them in an album.  Using the pho-

tos and family papers, I also started a 

family tree on paper using family 

group sheets (this was pre-computer 

times!).  I believe knowing where 

your family comes from and research-

ing the lives your ancestors lived puts 

your own life in perspective.  Our 

ancestors in many ways had harder 

lives than we do now.” 

When asked which tools he had 

found most useful in his research he 

answered, “In the old days it was 

writing to town and county clerks 

asking for records, looking through 

 

John and Mary Elisabeth Billing 
Beasworrick, Steven's great-great-
grandparents. 
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This is the tenth in a series of interviews to help us get to know our fellow Cousins’ stories.  Our subject 

for this issue is new member Steven Lovejoy.  He agreed to answer a series of questions about his family 

history, a subject near and dear to us California Cornish Cousins.  

St. Cleer 

https://www.cornwalls.co.uk/bodmin/bodmin_moor.htm
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compiled town records at the library, 

and viewing microfilms at the local 

Family History Center.  Now I mostly 

use Ancestry and Family Search.” 

He was then asked if he had ever vis-

ited the homeland, and if so, had he 

been successful in finding any family 

and/or family locations, to which he 

replied, “I visited Cornwall while I was 

studying abroad at the University of 

Durham in the far north of England 

during 1976-77.  I took the train down 

to Liskeard where I stayed at a bed 

and breakfast, then a bus to St. Cleer.  

I walked over to the village of Com-

monmoor, about a mile from St. 

Cleer, where I knew from the 1871 

census the Beswarricks had lived, and 

enquired at the local post office if any 

Beswarricks still lived in the area. The 

postmistress directed me to a man, 

William R. Beswarrick, who was reno-

ther, John Beasworrick, was a hard-

working miner all his life.  His photo 

[previous page] shows his gnarled 

hands from a life of hard labor in the 

mines.” 

And finally, when asked which of his 

ancestral kinfolk he would like to 

speak with and what he ask them, he 

replied, “I’d ask my great, great 

grandfather, John Beasworrick, to tell 

me about his life in the mines, as I can 

only imagine what it must have been 

like.” 

Kitty: Personally, I very much enjoyed 

reading about Steven’s family history, 

as it aligns so closely with my own, 

perhaps.  His visit to Cornwall and the 

kind reception he received from his 

newly discovered relatives exemplified 

my own experiences with the warmth, 

friendliness and helpfulness of the 

lovely Cornish people. 

vating one of the miner’s cottages in 

the village.  I walked over, explained I 

was looking for Beswarrick relatives, 

and, after a little discussion, deter-

mined he was my second cousin 

twice removed.  I was immediately 

invited over for tea, then spent a few 

days with him and his family driving 

around the area, looking at the aban-

doned mine sites and traipsing 

through churchyards.  A wonderful 

experience.” 

Responding to my “any brick walls” 

question, he wrote that for any mate-

rial pre-1841, one has to rely on avail-

able church records, which did not 

always include the “not-well-off”, in 

which category his relatives fell. 

As to which ancestor he particularly 

admired or identified with, Steven 

answered “My great, great grandfa-

Kenderwi Kernellow (Cousin's Corner), cont'd.           
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Saturday 

Pasties on My Mind . . .  

 

Very Cute Max Gamblin sports his "It's a 
PASS-tee, not a PAY-stee" shirt, a gift from 
Cousin and Great-Aunt Kitty Quayle. 
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In a medium bowl, cream together 
the butter, and sugar until light and 
fluffy, then beat in the yolks. Mix 
together the flour, spices, fruit and 
zest. Tip into the butter mix  along 
with the cider. Mix well and tip into 
your prepared tin and bake for about 
an hour. Cool in the tin for a bit, then 
when cold cover with an orange fla-
voured icing. 
 
6 oz icing sugar 
2 tablespoonfuls water approx.  
a few drops of orange extract 
add some coconut to the mix if you 
wish!  I did! 
 
Spread over the top of your cider 
cake. Enjoy! Wow!  
 
The tantalising smell as I took it from 
the oven tormented me, and I could 
barely wait to ice and then slice. The 
cake was barely cold when I took the 
pic!! 

Cider Orange Cake 

     Being Cornish through and 
through I love cakes where the main 
fruit is currants, although I do not 
think this is particularly from here! It 
was sent to me by a cousin who en-
thused over the flavours. I agree, the 
spice combination with the hint of 
orange is just wonderful, not to men-
tion how wonderfully moist it is. 
Quite strange with no egg whites and 
cider as the liquid, but somehow it 
works. She was right. Trust me! It is 
utterly delicious. 

 
You will need a 7 inch spring form 
cake tin, greased and lined. Pre heat 
your fan oven to 160C. 
 
4 oz of softened butter 
6 oz castor sugar 
2 large egg yolks 
8 oz plain flour 
1 teaspoonful baking powder 
½ teaspoonful each of cinnamon and 
allspice 
the grated zest of one large orange 
8 oz currants 
5 fl oz sweet cider 

Newsletter Submissions are ALWAYS Welcome 

Deadlines 

Winter - January 1    

Spring - April 1 

Summer - July 1 

Autumn - October 1 

Dues Are Due May 1st 
Annual dues are US $25.00.  

Two ways to Pay:  

 Mail a check payable to California Cor-
nish Cousins to Yvonne Bowers,  
392 E. Napa St., Sonoma, CA 95476  
or 

 On our website: califcornishcousins.org 
Scroll down to  
"Join the Cousins: Click here to Join or 
Renew your Membership." 

Send to Rosemary Gamblin 

rgamblin@alpha-ent.net 

or 

23 Maxwell St., Lodi 95240 

 

 
 Recipes from a Cornish Kitchen 
   Cornish recipes, ancient and modern. Practical, simple baking and cookery.  
   All recipes in use, tried and tested! 

   No-frills photos, taken on my basic Canon PowerShot, in my own kitchen. 

by Laurie Burley, recipesfromacornishkitchen.blogspot.com 
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 Register Now for the Gathering in Grass Valley  

The California Cornish Cousins       2021 - 2022 Officers 
 

 

• President, Pete Edwards peteedwards1939@gmail.com  

• Past President, Kitty Quayle  celtickitty@sbcglobal.net 

• Historian, Gage McKinney gagemckinney@sbcglobal.net 

• Secretary, Robyn Houts  scfalpacas04@yahoo.com 

• Treasurer & Membership, Yvonne Bowers  treasurer@califcornishcousins.org   

• Newsletter Editor, Rosemary Gamblin  rgamblin@alpha-ent.net 

• Webmanager, Yvonne Bowers  webmanager@califcornishcousins.org 

 

 Membership in the California Cornish Cousins runs from May 1 to April 30 (of the following year).   

Annual dues are US$25.00. Mail dues to 392 E. Napa St., Sonoma, CA 95476. 

 Kenderwi Kernewek is published quarterly for members of The California Cornish Cousins.   

When reprinting articles, please credit “Kenderwi Kernewek, Newsletter of The California Cornish Cousins.”    

 Website: http:/www.califcornishcousins.org. 

 

The California Cornish Cousins 
c/o Rosemary Gamblin, Newsletter Editor 

23 Maxwell Street, Lodi CA 95240 

Address Correction Requested 


